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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 17 May on the following motion moved by Hon Sally Talbot — 

That the following address be presented to Her Excellency the Honourable Kerry Sanderson, Companion 
of the Order of Australia, Governor in and over the state of Western Australia and its dependencies in the 
commonwealth of Australia — 

May it please Your Excellency: We, the members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament 
of Western Australia in Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our Most Gracious 
Sovereign and thank Your Excellency for the speech you have been pleased to deliver to 
Parliament. 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [11.06 am]: Mr President, may I say how fitting it is that we both 
get to make the last valedictory speeches at the beginning of the fortieth Parliament. We are both members for 
South West Region until the end of this week. We have worked in the same electorate for many years and have 
both made a significant difference to the lives of many people. I have done a mere 16 years to your 30, but 
I congratulate you on being a very fine President; you can be really proud of your career. It was Barry who told 
me at the beginning of my career that I should buy a dog if I wanted a friend in politics! Such is the nature of 
politics! 
I always knew that I would enter Parliament. Since 1982, when I was 24 years old, I have written letters to myself to 
be opened 10 years into the future. The first letter I opened in 1992 was about family. Having had two girls I said 
I would like another girl and a boy; that happened. I also said I wanted to go back to study; I did, and completed 
a degree in politics sociology and philosophy in three and a half years. I was a justice of the peace by 1992. The next 
letter I sealed was to be opened in 2002. In that letter I said that by the time I opened it I wanted to be a Liberal 
Party member for the South West Region; I was sworn in in May of 2001. During that period, I became one of the 
first women, along with Debra Bentley, to become a state vice-president of the Liberal Party. The next letter was 
to be opened in 2012. In that one I said I was going to be minister for what was then known as the portfolio for 
family and children’s services; women’s interests. When the letter was opened I had been Minister for Child 
Protection; Community Services; Seniors and Volunteering; Youth; Women’s Interests since 2008. I have written 
another one for 2022. I know I wrote that I would write a book; that has been completed and published. I also said 
I would have retired from politics; I do not believe that was meant for 2017! It was not my choice to leave; it was 
the choice of the electorate. After having three Liberals representing the South West Region for 30 years or more, 
we returned only one member. I was third on that ticket, having been first for many years. I have always been very 
focused and determined, but there has to be some luck along the way to make all the stars align; they did for me. 
I have kept all these letters because they are eerily accurate, and sometimes truth is stranger than fiction. 

My interest in politics was always in the background. I remember when I was five years old running up the 
driveway to tell my dad when he arrived home from work that J.F. Kennedy, the American President, had been 
shot, and he looked at me with a shocked look on his face and said, “Yes, it’s a terrible day.” 

I had always known that my family had played a significant part in developing our state, in particular my 
great-grandfather Albert Edmund Cockram, about whom I wrote my 728-page book. He was one of the wealthiest 
men in Australia at that time. He was born in Western Australia in Gingin in 1870 and was a Hale School boy. He 
owned Burswood Island and turned part of it into Belmont Racecourse and Goodward racecourse. He was the 
largest importer of thoroughbreds in Australia, sometimes bringing in 150 horses a year from the 
United Kingdom—and I am talking about 1908. He had huge tracts of pastoral land, owned Griffin Coal, 
developed Perth’s central business district and was a pioneer in agriculture. This country has much to thank him 
for. Hon Mark Lewis and I would kill for his knowledge of a good racehorse! Sadly, that talent evaded me; 
however, Mark keeps on trying. I know that the family of Hon Helen Morton, who sits alongside me, is involved 
with horses, and they have had more luck than me. 

My great great great grandfather and grandmother were George and Mary Lazenby. George sailed his own ship 
into Western Australia in 1831. He was an architect who designed the Wesley Churches, and he was Perth’s first 
shire clerk. He was also the first church minister for the Wesleyans in Western Australia. I am Anglican, and at 
that time in Western Australia the Wesleyans were not particularly welcome. His wife, Mary, who was a teacher, 
started a girls’ school. There is a plaque in Wesley Church commemorating George Lazenby. Hon Peter Durack, 
who was an Attorney-General in the Fraser government, shares George and Mary with me as our first grandfather 
and grandmother who arrived in the colony. In the first sitting of Parliament after I was sworn in as a minister, 
there was a condolence motion for Hon Peter Durack, and I wanted to get up and speak about our family history 
but it was not to be, so perhaps I can now make up for it. 
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In my first speech in this house, I mentioned my great-grandfather Albert Cockram, so it is fitting that I mention 
him in my last. I never imagined back then that I would write a book about him. His sometimes business partner 
with horses was James Nicholas, who was Gina Rinehart’s grandfather. They won the Sydney Cup together with 
a horse called Ian Or. James Nicholas was also a business partner of Sir Sidney Kidman, and I was in Adelaide the 
day Gina took control of the S. Kidman and Co stations, and I wished her all the very best. Sir Sidney Kidman and 
James Nicholas are also mentioned in my book, Albert Edman Cockram: King of the Racecourse 1870–1943. 
Hon Norman Moore was kind enough to launch my book at Ascot Racecourse, and Gina also made a speech and 
was kind enough to autograph my books for people. 

I also shared history with Gina when she christened the first trains that rolled into Roy Hill. She is a remarkable 
woman and one I am proud to call my friend. Australian politicians need to cut red tape and make it easier for 
people like her to invest in our great country. It was ridiculous and chaotic that she had to obtain 4 000 government 
approvals in order to start Roy Hill. There needs to be a smoother process to enable business to flourish in this 
state and in Australia. Hon Ken Baston’s relatives are also mentioned in my book as they were pioneers of the 
Carnarvon region and owned Quobba station. 

Where did 16 years go, and where does one start? There were so many good times, and some very dark and hurtful 
times. Which parts to put in the speech, and which ones to leave out? I came into this place when the Richard 
Court government lost the 2001 election. Matt Birney was the only Liberal to take a new seat after that election. 
He had won Kalgoorlie, the first Liberal in 100 years to win that seat. I hope that one day we will see Matt back 
in this Parliament. I was elected to the upper house along with Alan Cadby, and that was the sum total. Alan was 
in Parliament for only one term but I consider him to be my friend. 

My first media campaign was when I was given the Environmental Protection Authority Amendment Bill to take 
through the upper house for the Liberals. Coming from a farming background, I knew that if this bill went through as 
it was, farmers would be in deep trouble. I learnt this bill and could parrot it in my sleep. Clearing dead trees was out; 
cutting a branch off a dead tree was okay, but the dead tree had to stay; a puddle could be classed as a wetland; and 
there was to be no more clearing along a fence line. I could go on and on—I actually did at the time! 

Hon Simon O’Brien interjected. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Hon Simon O’Brien remembers me going on and on about this bill! The bill was 
taken to three drafts and each time it was made more palatable. There were over 160 amendments to that bill. 
I talked to farmer groups everywhere and worked with the Pastoralists and Graziers Association. I was appalled 
that the bill had gone through the lower house. But having been in this place for 16 years, I know that is par for 
the course. We are the ones who scrutinise bills. 

I was on the radio one morning taking the then Minister for the Environment and Heritage, Judy Edwards, to task, 
and my dad, who was in the farm shed, heard me and he yelled out to my mother that I had the minister by the leg 
and I would not let go. Hon Stephen Dawson, who worked for Judy Edwards at the time, would remember it well. 

It took a year for the amendment bill to go through Parliament, and in the end the Greens stepped in and negotiated 
a deal with Labor that would allow farmers to clear one hectare of land for the purpose of buildings. However, this 
was never ideal, and the Environmental Protection Act still needs to be amended in many sections, but at least 
I had a few wins and farmers could still go about the business of farming. This showed me that even though I was 
in opposition, I could be productive and make changes for the better. Perhaps Hon Stephen Dawson will have 
another look at the changes needed now that he is the Minister for Environment—and I congratulate you on 
becoming a minister, Stephen, and wish you well. The Liberals did make some changes to that legislation, but it 
never went far enough. 

Opposition is hard work, and there are very few rewards. I was prepared to work hard, and, if something was 
wrong, I tried to right it. My sense of social justice and my love for children, especially children who were in care 
or were being neglected, made me want to right all the wrongs and change things for the better. My background 
was as a welfare officer contracted to do social work in the south west. My colleagues called me the right wing 
social worker—it never left me! I have always had the belief that people should not be given things without doing 
something in return, no matter how small it is, so that some responsibility is taken. 

I started my career in Albany, which looking back was a huge ask of anyone. I had never had anything to do with 
the Albany community—it was three hours’ drive from my home town—but we had no Liberal covering that area, 
so I felt duty bound to keep the Albany office open. I could never have been successful without the love, friendship 
and dedication of my electorate officer, Sandra Scott, and my research officer, Anne Marie Mabbs, or Ange as she 
is affectionately known. Thank you so much to both of you for the 14 years of dedicated service you have given 
to me. In later years, Robyn Robb also worked for me, and she is such a clever and lovely girl. I was very blessed 
with my staff in Albany. 
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Albany was not easy for me. When Parliament was not sitting, I would leave my family and stay in Albany for 
four nights or more. I would watch city politicians come to Parliament and then drive five minutes down the road 
to get home when I had many hours of driving to do. I had a few accidents along the way caused by getting home 
to Bridgetown at midnight and getting up at 4.00 am to be in Albany for a breakfast event. I missed a T-junction 
while driving in thick fog at 110 kilometres an hour, took out a fence and missed a few trees. I could see the trees 
coming just as the mud covered the windscreen, and I placed the car in between two trees. I was very lucky. This 
is an occupational hazard for country members of Parliament. Fatigue causes accidents. We preach safety at work 
for others, but for us there is no such thing. I was lucky. I was unhurt each time. 

In my first term, I was given the portfolios of Seniors and Volunteering; Great Southern; Women’s Interests; 
Community Services, as well as being on the Environment and Public Affairs Committee, so I had plenty to keep 
me busy in my first term and I was always learning. My first international trip with a parliamentary committee 
was an inquiry on referral from the then Minister for Agriculture and Forestry, Hon Kim Chance, on GM crops, 
which took the Environment and Public Affairs Committee to Canada and America. I extend my sympathy to 
Kim’s family on his passing. He was a very good minister and Leader of the House and I respected him greatly. 

Hon Bruce Donaldson, who is a good friend, always called me his shadow, as nearly every time he went 
somewhere while overseas, I was right next to him. What I never told him was that as Washington is a big place 
and Bridgetown is a small place, I did not want to be left anywhere on my own! He loved travelling. We would 
always tease him that he had to smell jet fuel at least twice a year or he would go troppo. He is, once again, 
overseas! 

In my first term, Hon Norman Moore was leader of the Liberals in the upper house and he is what I call 
a consummate politician. Some would call him tribal as far as the Liberal Party is concerned. After spending 
36 years in Parliament, he is now the president of the WA Liberal Party. He taught me a great deal about politics 
but most of it, unfortunately, cannot be repeated here. At least I always knew who was who in the zoo, and that is 
all I am saying. He was a great help to me when I was a minister and we were both in London House. In the early 
days, I was in awe of Hon George Cash and Hon Peter Foss. I see them sometimes and enjoy catching up. They 
could both stand to speak for hours without notes, and they would make a lot of sense. I wanted to be able to speak 
like them but that would take practice. I do not think I ever got up to their skill. 
So many colleagues have gone through this place over 16 years that I cannot name them all, but in my 16 years 
I found that each person who comes into this place has wanted to make a difference. I will say that in the past year 
I have seen that change, and on my side of politics it is now manipulation and less-than-honourable means used to 
get them here. That saddens me. Those members will be coming in here for the wrong reasons, not the right 
reasons. 
In my second term of Parliament I was given the portfolio that I loved and wanted—the shadow Minister for 
Community Development. I also had women’s interests, heritage and local government. During 2005, the 
Department for Community Development was failing children who were in state care. Caseloads were horrific, 
children were not being monitored and too many reports of child abuse were not being investigated. The culture 
in the department was totally dysfunctional. I worked tirelessly to point out the damage that was being done to 
children in care. Children have always been my passion and I was disgusted at what was happening. I worked with 
a great journalist, Anita Dalton, and with each report coming out that was worse than the one before, I would give 
her what I wanted to say and, miraculously, a press release would appear. I would refine it and she would work on 
it until I was happy for it to be released. We were a great team. She is sitting in the President’s gallery today, such 
is our good friendship. Thank you, Anita. 
I had headline after headline in The West Australian and was on radio at every opportunity pointing out where the 
government needed to improve. During 2006, after numerous reports, I found out that many children had been 
abused after a very short time in care. This was unacceptable to me and I called for a royal commission. Although 
this was not successful, I put forward that a select committee be formed to look at the adequacy of foster care in 
this state. With the help of Hon Giz Watson, this proposal was successful and I chaired that committee. The 
Labor Party then launched another inquiry. This was the only time in that term that the Liberals formed 
a committee against the then government, and I set the terms of reference. This inquiry was extensive. It went 
through departmental records and foster care procedures. I said in the press at the time, and I say it again here as 
a reminder, I would not have let my dog into some of the houses children were going into—and that was not that 
long ago. All the committee recommendations were accepted and I am still to this day very proud of the work that 
we did. 
The headline that I will never forget is one that screamed out from the front page, “Why won’t you protect the 
children, Premier?” The article then listed everything that was in the reports and how dysfunctional the department 
was. I did the job that a good shadow minister should, and the director general had no choice but to resign and the 
then minister was moved to another portfolio. I breathed a sigh of relief when Hon Sue Ellery was given the 
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opportunity to become the minister. She was there for only 18 months when the government changed, but she had 
made some inroads into implementing those changes. I am sorry that Hon Sue Ellery is not in here today. The 
lovely girl that she is left me a lovely card to say some nice things about me. Please pass my thanks on to Sue; it 
was a lovely gesture. 
In September 2008, the government changed and the Liberals found themselves in government. I thank 
Hon Colin Barnett for giving me the opportunity to be a minister. I was delighted to be sworn in as the twenty-first 
female minister in this state since Federation with the ministries of Child Protection, Community Services, Seniors 
and Volunteering, and later I added Women’s Interests, and Youth. I will say more a little later about the appalling 
lack of women in Parliament on the Liberal side. 
In the four and a half years that I was a minister I changed many policies. I wrote the policies for child protection 
while in opposition and I was determined to implement them all. One policy I took to the election was that children 
who had no chance of staying with a dysfunctional parent or parents when they were born, or when coming to the 
attention of the department and put into care, should be allowed to stay with their foster carers after two years. 
This was called guardianship. This policy was the first in Australia. It allowed foster carers, after two years, to 
apply to the courts to keep the child in their care. Parental rights were all but extinguished, except for religion and 
schooling, and of course the child always knew who their kin were. 
I travelled to the United Kingdom to look at their system. There are so many babies and children in the UK who 
have no hope of ever living with their family because of total dysfunction. Because of that, they try to adopt them 
out before they are four years old. I thought adoption was too harsh and went for the softer option of guardianship. 
Children need to know who they belong to, but they do not need to live with a hopeless drunk or a drugged parent 
or parents who do not have the ability to care about the welfare of a child or children. I have seen too much over 
my years, and if people are not going to look after their children, they should give them to others who will love 
them and give them a good grounding for life. 
When I left as minister, 300 children were in guardianship. I was out and about one day when a mum of twins who 
were about three years old came up to me and said, “I want to thank you. These boys are now mine. They will go 
to Wesley school; they will have so many opportunities and we just love them so much.” I looked at these boys 
and my heart melted. They were dressed beautifully and they were loved. If I was to tell members the background 
they were born into, they would never believe me. Income management for those people who were neglecting their 
children was implemented by former Labor federal minister Jenny Macklin, who I worked very well with, and me. 
It was a wonderful program. We tried to implement it all over the state. I think I managed Mandurah and up north. 
Now the federal government is implementing a card—something that we implemented years ago but it just has 
a new name. New trials are now being undertaken. It was for anyone; it was not for only Aboriginal people or one 
sector of the community. If a parent or parents were neglecting their children, they were put on income 
management. 

I increased the child protection budget by some 59 per cent and implemented health checks for children in care. 
Rapid response health care was my policy. I systematically went through my policies and implemented them one 
by one. Mandatory reporting was shared by Hon Sue Ellery and me—started by Sue and implemented by me. It 
was hard work but slowly the culture changed. New people were employed and there was a healthy mix of old and 
new, young and old, in the workforce. Child protection is not an exact science and I may write a few educational 
books in the future. I have looked very closely at the McGowan government’s changes to departments and I hope 
that the children in care will not be affected because of it. I will be watching with great interest. 

I thank my ministerial staff; those who stayed with me and those who departed. All of them worked very hard for 
me and the government. Dommie, thank you; I know that you are watching online today. 

I made top-of-the-world news while I was a minister. Australian news was not good enough for me; I had to go 
further! I did not know about it until I got a phone call from my daughter, who works in the media. She said, “My 
God, mum, what have you done?” I said, “I don’t know; what have I done?” The first occasion I was front-page 
news was when I said the burqa was alien to our culture. It went viral. I certainly still stand by that one. The second 
occasion was when I said a particular paedophile should have his penis removed with a sharp instrument. Both 
cartoons adorn my wall. I even made The New York Times! The cartoon that Dean Alston drew of me last week 
was rather curvaceous. I am now on a diet—thank you, Dean! 

One of the hardest tasks I had was presiding over the redress scheme. Labor had promised a top payment of 
$80 000 for those people who were abused in state care but the money had never been put aside when it lost 
government. When I went to Treasury and cabinet, they said no to the $80 000. I put up a proposal for $65 000 for 
top payment and once again was told no by Treasury and cabinet. The top payment ended up being $45 000 and 
I had to justify that. I hated doing that as I knew it should have been more. I was proud of the way the scheme was 
rolled out, but I was never satisfied, and never will be, that I had to set up a scheme that paid only $45 000 for the 
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most horrific abuse that people could ever imagine in their wildest dreams at places like Tardun. It is disgraceful. 
I hope that this payment will be topped up when compensation becomes available from the Royal Commission 
into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. God knows that they deserve it. 

While a minister, I shared an office at Parliament with Hon Simon O’Brien and Hon Norman Moore. Simon and 
I also shared an office during this term. I want to thank you, Simon, for your wisdom, support and friendship. I also 
thank Joy. I cannot talk about Simon without talking about Joy. I have never seen a couple who are so devoted—
except for Mick and me, of course! Hon Simon O’Brien is staying in Parliament and I believe that with his 
knowledge, he will have a large part to play in the next Parliament. He now holds the history. Eight years is a long 
time to share an office. I am sure that Hon Simon O’Brien will miss my colourful language that I used at times. The 
member was a good minister and did not deserve the appalling treatment that he was given. 

About six months before the 2013 election, I was having trouble walking and I was in a great deal of pain. I kept 
working and driving great distances. Ministers are taught to ignore health and that the show must go on. When 
I was no longer a minister and had plenty of time to investigate what was causing my leg to fail, I was told it was 
coming from my spine and I needed an operation. This was not a good time in my life. Having spent four and 
a half years as a minister working so hard, reforming a department, implementing new policies and then not being 
offered a place in cabinet for the second term of government, and then being in great pain, is not a good recipe. 
The door was slammed and it was like the knowledge that I had went with that slamming door. 

I will always be grateful to Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich. She said to me, and I will never forget it, “Robyn, everyone 
who sits on the front bench ends up on the back bench at some stage, whether by choice or election change or by 
being put out of cabinet. You did a great job and not many get to be a minister like you and I were.” I consider Ljil 
to be a friend. When she left here, she painted a picture of two birds that symbolised her and me. They were the 
same but different. The picture hangs above my bed. Some people might think that a Labor person and a Liberal 
person, both of us pretty tribal, ending up being good friends is really odd, but I consider her to be a good friend. 

In April 2013, I went to Anzac Cove at Gallipoli for the dawn service. This was one of the highlights of my 
career—sitting front row, watching the sun come up over the beautiful haunting quietness. I laid the wreath at the 
Lone Pine Memorial on behalf of the Western Australian government. I was in a lot of pain but I was not going to 
miss that trip. Mick and I were on a bus trip with other politicians and we retraced where our Australians fought. 
The historian on board gave us amazing insight into the horrors of war for our Australian men and women. 
I had put my operation off for a little while until I could no longer walk and then events took over. I was operated 
on and the surgeon told me that if I had left it any longer, I would have been in a wheelchair. It took me some time 
to recover and it certainly was a wake-up call. Being a minister was a privilege. However, working all hours took 
its toll. When I was a minister, I still had to drive to Albany from Bridgetown and across the electorate. My 
husband, Michael, was my driver most of the time. I would be dead now from fatigue if Mick had not had driven 
me. There is no other way to put it. 
I then moved my electorate office from Albany to Bridgetown and this took some 18 months. Every member of 
the Albany branch of the Liberal Party was informed during this lengthy period. My staff members in Bridgetown 
were two women who I had grown up with, Beverley Walsh and Sue Tomkinson, my friends, and it was lovely to 
have them work alongside me, both of them so very talented. Barbara Johnson has been a friend for over 20 years 
and was shire president of Kununurra; she has many skills. Thank you to the three of you. My life was made easier 
because of you. I know that they are watching me on the computer. 
I had just over two wonderful years in my home town and was able to see more of my elderly parents. Sadly, my 
father passed away in June last year, so to spend some more time with him was wonderful. My mother has now 
left the farm and lives in town. She is such a strong lady. At 85 years of age she chose and purchased a house and 
then told us. I have good parents and a good foundation and I miss talking politics with my dad. Over the last four 
years I have immersed myself in legislation as chair of the Standing Committee on Legislation. We have had 
a number of complex bills sent to us and we have done what the house has asked of us. I thank Hon Dave Grills, 
as I know how hard it is for country members, but he always turned up and was a great member to have on board. 
I hope that he can get a job training adult rangers or doing something that he likes. One of the last committee 
reports was on Bell Group resources and I very much enjoyed having Hon Ken Travers on the committee. 
Members would be co-opted onto the committee depending on their interests, but we all worked together no matter 
the make-up. Both Hon Ken Travers and I knew this legislation would never fly. 
I have had so many opportunities and I have taken them all, sometimes wondering just what I was doing at 
a particular place. For example, in Africa I was stranded in the middle of six or eight nonconforming traffic lanes 
in a bus when the driver walked off and left us in the middle of the road. Hon Barry House and another politician 
and I were bewildered, but the driver eventually came back. African drivers are a nightmare. I have had 
opportunities to travel to other countries on trade delegations and for legislation purposes. Two years ago, as the 
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Deputy Chair of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People, I travelled 
with the committee to Scotland, Ireland and England to talk to other children’s commissioners. I have travelled 
extensively throughout Western Australia and certainly extensively throughout my electorate. I know every back 
road—I will say it quickly—that does not have a policeman on it! That is my sense of humour. I have enjoyed 
helping people no matter what their problem was. Being a politician is not a straightforward role. There are many 
facets to the job and it is a profession of which we should be proud. 
I want to get back to the topic of women, or lack of them, in the Liberal Party. I have been in the media and said 
that in the new Parliament we will only have one woman in the upper house on our side—and what a woman she 
is! Hon Donna Faragher is an accomplished young woman who I am proud to know. She is also the mother of 
Harry and Clare and is a lovely mother. I am going to miss hearing about Clare and Harry and their exploits. This 
morning they gave me a picture that they painted and they said some really kind words. It is sad that she will be 
the only woman on our side; it is not only sad but unacceptable. In the lower house we have two women. I am 
advocating to have targets with teeth—enforceable targets. Why? I look at the last round of preselections and I see 
that men are taking the top positions, not in all cases but in many regions. We have a new breed in the Liberal 
Party and it does not sit well with me. Women are 51 per cent of the population of this state and that is not being 
recognised in this party. 
The Liberals need to lift their game or they will go further backwards. I was not in favour of the Labor Party 
quotas, but I have seen how their women who I thought were not—what I would say—up to the job at the time of 
entering Parliament, after one term are. They have been mentored to become good politicians. The Liberal Party 
is not ready for quotas, but targets may start the ball rolling. I hope so. I was told I was too old for politics and 
needed to go. This is what I learnt the night before preselection. I am not the only one in this house either. I was 
meant to be pushed off the ticket, but that never happened. However, it was the nastiest preselection I have ever 
been involved in. I am 59 years of age and if I were a man that would never have been said. I listened to Hon 
Wendy Duncan’s valedictory speech and she said she was called “Granny Duncan”, and not in a nice way. In my 
humble opinion, Wendy would have made a great minister. Parliament is the poorer for her not being here. This 
attitude has to go. Women of my age and older have the knowledge and wisdom learnt from life and they have the 
time to devote to politics. Men get grey in their hair and they are called distinguished. Women keep dying their 
hair to cover their greys so nobody calls them old.  

Parliament and its traditions are very dear to me. Before I get onto family I will say a little about some of the members 
I have worked with. When I came into this place the only other woman on my side was Hon Barbara Scott, whom 
I note was given a well-deserved Order of Australia medal. I entered Parliament in 2001 with Hon Sue Ellery, Hon 
Adele Farina and Hon Kate Doust. Now, I am going and they are still here. Hon Sue Ellery was Minister for Child 
Protection and then shadow Minister for Child Protection. We had a healthy respect for each other; I congratulate her 
on becoming Minister for Education and wish her well. I am prematurely congratulating Hon Kate Doust on 
hopefully becoming the first female President of this house. I know she will do it with the grace and dignity that the 
office demands. Both Kate and I have become grandmothers within the last couple of years, and I think, for both of 
us, that is more special than anything in the world. It is for me, and I am sure I have seen a smile on the face of Hon 
Kate Doust when she has held her little granddaughter. 

Hon Adele Farina and I shared representing the South West Region. It saddens me that she is not a minister. She 
is a lawyer, she worked hard and deserves to get a promotion; she runs rings around some of them. It says 
something when three Labor women are still members, and four of our female members are going. 
Hon Sally Talbot came into Parliament in the election following the one in which I was elected. I have always had 
a good working relationship with Sally, and we shared an electorate. Sally is what I call a tribal Labor girl. I wish 
her well in this Parliament. I have worked with Hon Liz Behjat for eight years, and I always believe that if 
a member is working hard and doing a good job then they should continue. I thought Liz was badly treated, and 
I wish her well for her next adventure in life. 

I introduced Michael Mischin to his now partner, Laraine, whom I have known since we were 10 years old. I took 
her to a Liberal function and said to her, “Michael is unattached, go and see if you like him.” He never had a chance 
to escape, but I do not think he ran very hard either. I thank Hon Ken Baston for his friendship and sense of humour. 
He was a good Minister for Agriculture and Food. Hon Phil Edman, as the Whip, kept us all on our toes, but the 
other side to that is that pairs were given out on a very fair basis. I have a bone to pick in that I did not get my fair 
share of Toblerone! He used to give one out every week, and I would miss out. For eight and a half years Hon Peter 
Collier has given me a glass of water at the beginning of each sitting day without fail. I must have annoyed him for 
a couple of days as he forgot yesterday, but I did get a glass of water today. For four and a half years I sat next to 
Peter in the first term of the Barnett government. I thank him for giving me the opportunity to chair the Rural and 
Remote Education Advisory Council. Mia Betjeman, who was the first female Clerk in this Parliament, is the chief 
executive officer and I hope Hon Sue Ellery recognises her talent; I am sure she will. 
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I have always found Hon Rick Mazza to be very practical and down to earth and I wish him well. I know his party 
is called Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Party, but we affectionately call it shooters and rooters, or rooters and 
shooters. Did I say that? I did not say that! I never agree with any of the Greens’ policies, but I have enjoyed 
working with Hon Robin Chapple and Hon Lynn MacLaren in our committee work. They are good people, and 
I wish Lynn well in her next endeavour. I wish the National Party well. I always like to tell the Nats that my great 
uncle, William Carroll, who sat in this chamber, was the first Senator from Western Australia to go to Canberra 
for the Country Party. Hon Colin Holt and I shared the South West Region and Albany for a few years and we 
always respected each other in the electorate. I wish Hon Jacqui Boydell and Hon Martin Aldridge well for the 
next Parliament. 

If I have not mentioned the newer Labor members, I wish them all well in the new government and the roles that 
they have; it is a great honour to be in government. Hon Helen Morton is not making a speech, but if she did we 
would hear about changes that she put forward in mental health and disability. I respect her work ethic as she too 
carried a heavy load, along with child protection. It seems that women have to work twice as hard, and even when 
they are sick, they are not allowed to be sick. I thank her for the work she has done in this state. I wish Hon Alyssa 
Hayden well in her next adventure, wherever that takes her. I heard every day the banter between her and Hon Jim 
Chown. I am not sure who teased whom the most. We sit long hours, and Hon Jim Chown has a sweet tooth and 
was always offering me his favourite sherbets. I never took them—I did sometimes!·Hon Nick Goiran is a very 
serious young man who has a good future ahead of him. He is like a dog with a bone if he thinks he is right, and 
he won me over when he would not let Hon Colin Barnett shut him up in the party room. He kept going. Well 
done, Nick. 

To be a politician one must have good friends surrounding them and, even more importantly, a wonderful family. 
In the President’s gallery today I have Derek and Beth Dilkes. Derek and I were on council together some 20 years 
ago and Beth was president of our local branch for many years. Both are dedicated community people. I thank 
both of them for always having my back and being my friends. I have known Lyn Whitney all my life, and what 
an amazing lady she is. She runs an architectural drafting business and did this while her children were babies, 
twins amongst them. She is a netball coach, swimming coach and all things community, and is married to Peter, 
who is not here, but is also a dedicated community person. They too have always had my back, with Lyn also 
being secretary of the branch. I thank Chris Dagg, who is our branch president and was also on council with me 
some twenty years ago, for his friendship and the help that he gives to people in our community. Also in the 
President’s gallery are Greg and Carol Giblett. I have known Greg all my life and Carol since she was 13, and 
I love it that Greg wanted to be here today to hear my last speech. Greg had a brother, Neil, who died in March 
two years ago and left us far too young. We were on council together as well. He always helped me on election 
day and was a great supporter of mine. I like to think he is here in spirit. 
I have mentioned Anita Dalton before. She has worked in this Parliament for Brian Ellis and he was lucky to have 
such a talented lady work for him and she was lucky to work for such a lovely man, and I am proud to call both of 
them friends. I take this opportunity to thank the Parliament House staff, from our Clerk, Nigel Pratt, to the 
chamber staff, kitchen staff, Hansard and everyone who works here, no matter what their role is. I want to thank 
Peter Gale, who has been here one year longer than me, for his professional manner and the help he gives us all, 
and Lisa and Hayley, who are in here. 
Lastly I get to thank my family. I met my husband, Michael, when I was 18 and he was 28. We have now been 
married for 40 years and I could not have done this job without him. He has been my absolute rock. I have had to 
stop him wanting to punch out a few members over 16 years, and that four-by-two got very close sometimes! I call 
him my “Crocodile Dundee II”, but I say that with pride and love because, well, he is my driver and I do not want 
to walk home! Truly, I could not have done it without you. Two of our children are here today, Jenny and Holly, 
and Jenny’s partner, Craig, who must be outside with the baby—my only grandchild, the apple of nannie’s eye, 
Cooper Joseph Myatt. Our other two children Kristy and Jason, and his wife Susan, are in Sydney at work. Mick 
and I are truly blessed with our family. They have had to put up with a mother who was always on the go, but 
I hope they know that they came first and always will. Craig and Susan have been a welcome addition to our family 
and Craig, as the father of my grandson, gets a few more brownie points—inducement for another! Our children 
are amazing adults and I love them dearly. 
After 16 years, if I have missed anyone, it has not been intentional. I thank the people of the South West Region 
and in particular those Liberal members who have always supported me. I sign off with a great sense of 
achievement and a job well done, as I know I put my heart and soul into making a difference—not a bad effort for 
a girl who grew up in Bridgetown, a small country town in the south west. I know it is the right time for me to 
leave this place. It has given me so much and taught me so much. I leave members with a poem by Edwin Hatch, 
titled Towards Fields of Light, because it is about how I feel about parliamentarians who are in here for the right 
reasons, and I certainly was — 
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For me—to have made one soul 
The better for my birth; 
To have added but one flower 
To the garden of the earth; 
To have struck one blow for truth 
In the daily fight with lies; 
To have done one deed of right 
In the face of calumnies; 
To have sown in the souls of men 
One thought that will not die; 
To have been a link in the chain of life — 
Shall be immortality. 

God bless you all, and thank you. 
[Applause.] 
The PRESIDENT: Thanks members, and well done Robyn. 
HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [11.51 am]: It is an honour to respond to the Governor. This 
is my fourth attempt at doing some justice to what the Governor has read in on behalf of the government of the 
day. Like many who have spoken already in valedictory and Address-in-Reply speeches, this gives me an 
opportunity to talk about some of the things that drive me in this place. It also gives me the opportunity to thank 
many of the people who have supported me over my time so far in this chamber. It is really important for me at 
this time to recognise the people I have worked with in the thirty-ninth Parliament, including at the committee 
level in committees I was seconded onto. It also gives me an opportunity to thank the team that runs this place. 
I often think that Hansard, the staff in this chamber and many others, are not really acknowledged in the way they 
should be. We cannot survive in this place without the support of the clerks and the incredible work that Hansard 
does, and I just think that we really need to acknowledge that we are really nothing without the functioning of this 
place. Mr President, to you as you leave this place, I want to thank you for your wise words of wisdom. I have 
failed, as some members will know, in determining who is the Acting Deputy President but I am working on it. 
I actually went to school to practice this during the break! As the Deputy President takes her seat—see, I got it 
right—I want to continue my remarks about what I find fascinating about this place. The election has been an 
interesting one. The fortieth Parliament will have a completely new perspective in this chamber, with many new 
people and many new parties, and I will talk a little about that shortly. I really need to talk about the last eight 
years and my colleague who sits next to me. We came into this place diminished in number eight years ago, and 
I could not have survived had it not been for the friendship, the whipping and the fun of my dear and beloved 
friend Hon Lynn MacLaren. She made this place enjoyable. Very few members would have known that we quite 
often used to race to the chamber in a Monty Pythonesque–waddle. It was just part of the humour of this place. 

Hon Alanna Clohesy: We knew. 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: The member knew; okay. It is those lighter moments in this place amongst us all, 
whatever side of politics we are on, which makes this place really enjoyable. Without those lighter moments it 
would become quite a barren, hostile place. Whether it is the opposition, the government, the new members who 
will take their places, the Nationals or whoever, members really have got to embrace their fellow human beings in 
this place. I have tried, and I will continue to try, as my father taught me to argue the point and not the person. For 
new members who take their seats, that is a really valuable lesson, because if we are really to do business in this 
place, we need debate and dialogue, not a slanging match. I am reminded that I and one of my friends, a former 
Liberal member, used to have incredible debates in this place, and that was Hon George Cash. We are still good 
friends. We might not have agreed with each other philosophically, but the debates we had in this chamber were 
always about the issue and never about personality. 

Going back to my colleague, I have developed a relationship with Lynn that I can only describe as being like that 
of a brother and sister. When I have had my down moments, she has been there for me, and when she has been 
a bit uppity, I have been there for her. But, no, seriously, we worked as a really good team and I genuinely, 
genuinely mean that. Thank you so much, Lynn, for having been here. 

Moving on, I must also thank my staff, who have been a tremendous support for me. As I get older and my memory 
for names diminishes even further, they are always there. Nina Jurak, Tim Oliver, Betty Richards, Connor Slight, 
Emily Peters, volunteer Graham Ludlam, who is Scott Ludlam’s father, Peter Hawken and Chahak Garg have been 
great supporters. From the election I want to thank my candidates Liz Vaughan; Jacqueline Spurling and of course 
her mum and extended family, who were dynamic in the extreme; Carol Green and her husband, Alan; and also 
Brent McKenna, who unfortunately took it upon himself to do some things which were not necessarily in the best 
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interests of the Greens. Moving on, we also had the helpers Mary and John Cavanagh in Kalgoorlie, and of course 
Sara, my daughter. Sara, in her young teens or just-emerging teens, was my first campaign manager. This goes 
back to 1989. That is how long I have been doing this thing. Eventually I was elected in 2001. I have to say that 
wherever Sara is in the world, in Australia or in WA, she ends up turning up on one of the polling booths in the 
electorate for me. So to my daughter, thank you very much indeed. I also thank Phil Walker, who did an awful 
amount of work in the Kimberley; Francis Woolagoodja, who also helped; Peter Mitchell; and Tierney McPartland, 
who took upon himself to drive up to Kalgoorlie and spend quite a lot of time assisting Jacqueline in her campaign.  

Those are the sorts of things of the past I wanted to talk about. Now I really want to talk about the future. In 2001, 
I came into this place with the idea of trying to progress a society and environment that was forward-looking, 
addressed the future and put in place sustainability for the long term. One of the problems with this place is that 
as new members, our dreams are quite quickly dashed because we cannot stand up and fix it all. As every member 
who has entered this chamber will realise from time to time, the drive that gets us in here means we have to sit and 
listen a lot. I still have that drive. I am a bit older—I do not know whether I am any wiser—but I still have that 
drive. Being joined by three new colleagues over the next four years, I hope that we will be able to take an agenda 
forward of dealing with the values of our society, making sure that our environment is protected and making sure 
that we are setting in train processes that will leave this state, Australia and indeed the globe in a better place for 
the future. 

One of the major problems with elections, whether it is at a state or federal level, is the three or four-year terms. 
I am reminded that China has a hundred-year-plan every year. If we could only get to that—I do not mean that 
from a communist perspective; I mean the notion that we could have a plan that we could take through various 
governments. I have not seen it happen yet, but I am mindful of the rebadging of departments, as we go through 
government to government, and the scrapping of thousands of sheets of notepaper because we have a new logo on 
the letterhead. I will be interested to find out what the logo of the Legislative Council might be in the future, having 
watched that change a few times. 

Hon Michael Mischin: I prefer the idea of a crest rather than a logo. 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: Yes; sorry, a crest. The honourable member is quite correct. 

In her speech, the Governor introduced a few points on the environmental sector. I am not sure whether a couple 
of things were missed, not by the Governor but by the government, in presenting the Governor with its future 
direction. As the Governor and the government rightly identified — 

Western Australia is blessed with some of the world’s most beautiful and unique landscapes and 
biodiversity. A key priority for the Government is to balance the need to provide economically sustainable 
growth into the future for the next generation, while ensuring future generations will enjoy the same 
natural wonders as we do today. 

… 

The Government is committed to expansion of the State’s parks including the new Fitzroy River National 
Park in the Kimberley, and the Preston River to Ocean Regional Park in Greater Bunbury. 

It is pleasing to note that when the former government introduced conservation parks into the Kimberley, all 
mining and exploration leases in those parks were cancelled. Checking on Tengraph this morning, I found that that 
is still the case. It is important for the new government that those parks remain free from exploration and mining. 
Unfortunately, when we questioned the former government in this chamber about the status of those parks, 
although tenements had been removed, we were told that they could be reapplied for. I urge the new government 
to take on board the position that those parks must remain free of exploration and mining into the future and that 
the proposed new expanded Fitzroy River national park will also be free from mining and exploration. The 
Governor’s speech continues — 

As part of its commitment to the environment the Government will commence consultation on the 
continued use of plastic bags in supermarkets … 

I hope that rather than just continuing the discussion, we will very quickly see introduced into this chamber or the 
other chamber a ban on plastic bags, full stop. It is pleasing to note that the government intends to legislate for 
a container deposit scheme for WA, something Hon Sally Talbot and I have previously attempted to do in this 
place. Unfortunately, we got caught by the issue of introducing a money bill into this place. It is now up to the 
government to legislate as quickly as possible for a container deposit scheme for WA. The Governor’s speech also 
states — 

The Government will investigate and introduce innovative and sustainable energy projects to diversify 
the power mix of the state. 
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Obviously, we have wave energy at Albany and a solar mix in Collie. We must make sure that Synergy, which 
currently has a number of programs, does not act in an anti-competitive manner with the renewable energy 
industry, because access to the wires and the grid for the renewable sector is quite difficult. The new energy 
minister, Ben Wyatt, must take on board the views of the industry sector more broadly and make sure that it is an 
open and transparent process, for only then will the renewable energy sector be able to move forward. 

I suppose the biggest thorn in the side is most probably uranium mining. We will continue to consistently oppose 
uranium mining in this state. In the dying days of the last government, four projects were rushed through the 
Environmental Protection Authority. I hope that the incoming government will take some time to look at processes 
that went on in that rushed approval process. Quite clearly, the current government is determining what its position 
will be on those four uranium mines, which, I point out, have only environmental approval. They do not have 
licences to operate and they have not applied for export licences. I would argue that the uranium mines do not have 
all their approvals in place and a suite of many other approvals are necessary for them to progress. We have to 
remember that even if they get all their licences, there will not be even one sale of uranium in this state, given that 
our uranium is of very low quality. There is a great quantity of uranium but it is low quality compared with any 
other nation. With the uranium price being where it is, not one of those mines is viable into the future. 

In 2013—I direct this to the new Minister for Environment—the Minister for Environment at the time lifted the 
requirements for Chevron’s Wheatstone project and the Browse project to report on greenhouse gas in the state. 
Hon Bill Marmion, the then minister, said that there was no need for those projects to have assessment 
requirements under the EP act to report on their carbon emissions. Indeed, those requirements were removed from 
the licence provisions. They were done so even against the interests or the recommendations of the 
Appeals Convenor, who, in his report, lifted the level of reporting. The minister then overrode that, saying that 
because there is now a carbon tax at a federal level, which, in fact, was a price of carbon, there was no requirement 
to do so because it would have to be reported to the federal government under that price on carbon. As we know, 
the price on carbon was scrapped so there is currently no reporting on carbon emissions from those two projects. 
Subsequently, although the Environmental Protection Authority required a description of carbon emissions up 
until that date, there is no longer a requirement to do so. I urge the government to look at that and make sure that 
this state again starts reporting its carbon emissions to the EPA. Most probably, I would like to see the ministerial 
decision relating to them not having to report repealed. 

I have moved on but I go back to my friend and colleague Hon Lynn MacLaren. Hon Alyssa Hayden touched on 
an issue in her valedictory. She talked about the problems that beset her relating to all the micro-parties and the 
voting parameters. It is something that needs to be fixed. I am concerned that the former government had the 
opportunity to actually do something about it after the Senate had determined the best option. It did not happen. It 
is now up to this government to ensure that that is resolved. I turn to my friend in that regard. Obviously, I would 
like to see Lynn in this place but she was dudded. She was dudded because when the name “Liberal Democrats” 
was registered, the Electoral Commission determined that that name was fine. We will have a Liberal Democrat 
in this chamber. I look forward to working with him. He was duly elected and he has his place. We must consider 
that the positioning of the Liberal Democrats on the South Metropolitan Region ticket was to the left of the Liberals 
in that electorate only. In the East Metropolitan Region, the Liberal Democrats got 0.07 of a quota; in the North 
Metropolitan Region, the Liberal Democrats got 0.08 of a quota; in the Agricultural Region, they got 0.08 of 
a quota; in the Mining and Pastoral Region, they got 0.05 of a quota; in the South West Region, they got 0.07 of 
a quota; and in the South Metropolitan Region, they got 0.27 of a quota. When we start looking at this, we 
understand why. It is really quite telling when we go through the data on a booth-by-booth basis in that electorate 
because the Liberal Democrats were to the left of the Liberals, so many people marked the ballot paper thinking 
they were voting for the Liberals. When we looked at special institutions, in which one must acknowledge that 
people are in a slightly different position, we saw votes of 15 to 20 per cent going to the Liberal Democrats. That 
was purely and simply because of their position on the ballot paper. It could have happened to anyone. It nearly 
happened to Hon Simon O’Brien. If we look at where that vote went, we see that if it had gone any higher, Simon 
would also have been in trouble. It is another thing that needs to be looked at with micro-parties. In this case it 
was not exactly what Hon Alyssa Hayden was saying about the issues around that but it was multiplied by the 
mere fact of the positioning on the ballot paper. 

We need to do something about micro-parties. Some of the members on the other side might say that the Greens 
are a micro-party. I think we have been around long enough. This vote whispering and this manipulation of the 
system has to change. I would hope that the incoming government will deal with that expeditiously. We have other 
things that we most probably want to deal with in electoral issues but that is a fundamental thing. We should give 
people the right to vote in a preferential way above the line, as is now done in the Senate. We actually got people 
elected. Minor parties and micro-parties were still elected but they were elected on a genuine vote, not 
a manipulated vote. In that regard, I feel very sorry for Hon Lynn MacLaren. I took just 0.3 per cent of that 0.4 per 
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cent. If it was moved to Hon Simon O’Brien, Hon Simon O’Brien and my colleague would have been elected. We 
were dudded not so much by the micro-party manipulation but purely because of people’s misunderstanding. The 
first time they saw “Liberal”, they voted Liberal but it was “Liberal Democrat”. I just wanted to put that on the 
record. 

The other thing that I wanted to touch on was sort of touched on in a question asked yesterday by 
Hon Jacqui Boydell; it is what we refer to as the Brendon Grylls tax. It was a good idea on one level but something 
that could never actually work. Unfortunately, in all the debate that went on about this tax, nobody looked at the 
legalities of the process. It was not even touched on yesterday when the minister gave his response. I have long 
studied state agreement acts. There are approximately 78 in this state. Many cover iron ore and many cover other 
things. We talk about the 25c per tonne rental that is in the state agreement acts. The state agreement act that was 
referred to was the Iron Ore (Mount Goldsworthy) Agreement Act over Depuch Island. It never eventuated. It 
eventually ended up over Goldsworthy. The first act was enacted in 1962. It was subsequently changed in 1964. 
When it was changed in 1964 to become the Iron Ore (Mount Goldsworthy) Agreement Act, it included a clause, 
which was included in every single state agreement act after that up until 1996. The clause states — 

(c) no future Act of the said State will operate to increase the Company’s liabilities or obligations 
hereunder with respect to rents or royalties; 

To breach a state agreement act is to breach the clause in those state agreement acts. Further, in 1996 the clause 
was removed from any future state agreement acts because the 5c—which was originally 2s 6d—was added to 
regulation 28A, “Additional rent for mining lease producing iron ore”. That meant all iron ore miners now had to 
pay the 25c. Currently, somewhere in the region of 20 to 25 iron ore miners pay that 25c. 

Hon Col Holt: Is that not only after 15 years of production? 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: It is only after 15 years of production but Koolyanobbing Iron pays it. 

Hon Col Holt: Is that the only one? 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: Also, Ridges, Cockatoo Island and Koolan Island paid it because they have all done 
their 15 years. They pay that 25c. I want to talk about the 25c. Regulation 28A was introduced by a regulation. 
Before we go any further, we have to remember that all iron ore miners already pay rent. They pay approximately 
$15.60 per hectare per lease regardless of whether they have a state agreement. The additional 25c rent was added 
in the state agreement acts to allow the government to generate some income so that it could provide roads and 
infrastructure during the establishment of those mines. It is puzzling that any state agreement after 1996 does not 
include the 25c rent because it is then included in a regulation. I am sure that members in this place who have 
served on the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation or other committees would understand that 
money cannot be raised via regulation unless it is cost recovery. This is interesting because there was a huge debate 
in 1996 about how to move that 25c over. Crown law advice was sought and it was ambiguous. At one level, it 
said it should not be called a rent; it should be called a royalty. Eventually, it was determined to be called a rent. 
Miners already pay rent of $15.60 per hectare based on cost recovery. In my view, the rent of 25c per tonne that 
is currently being paid on all forms of iron ore obtained from a mining lease after the expiry of 15 years is nothing 
more than a tax. It is debatable whether it has legality. It is also interesting to find out whether, over time, at the 
same time the 25c will apply—it applies to Atlas Iron, BC Iron, CITIC Pacific Mining, Cliffs Natural Resources, 
Moly Mines, Mt Gibson Iron, Pluton Resources, Polaris Metals, Top Iron and many, many others—there will be 
a challenge to the legality of that approval. 
It is also interesting that at the same time the project was being rolled out by Hon Brendon Grylls, royalties for 
regions was bankrolling a discount on CITIC Pacific iron ore; it was given a 50 per cent reduction in royalties. 
This was basically extended continuously. Royalties for regions funded 25 per cent of the cost of those payments. 
At one level, we are asking for increased rental and at another, we are giving out a discount of 25c to iron ore 
miners under royalties for regions. I found the whole issue around this a little bit cute. At the time, the magnetite 
financial assistance program provided assistance and subsidies to magnetite miners. From the committee I served 
on, we also know that at Utah port a discount on the rentals being paid was again subsidised by the government. 
I find it rather interesting that we want more money out of the big miners but at the same time we are providing 
an assistance package to the junior miners. Unfortunately, if commentators of the day had looked into the acts and 
the regulations that extended those acts, they could have resolved the issues once and for all. I listened to Reg 
Howard-Smith from the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western Australia debate with Brendon Grylls on 
the ABC and even he did not seem to know that there were problems. We really have to know our stuff if we are 
going down this path. I am sorry to say that I do not think Brendon understood the complexities involved and I am 
sure that he did not impart those complexities to his colleagues. 
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To wrap up, I am encouraged that we have a new government. I will be here to make sure that we will get to the 
bottom of many things through parliamentary questions. I hope that those parliamentary questions will alert the 
various ministers in this place to their duties to the environment. In many ways, that is the purpose of parliamentary 
questions. Quite often, a minister is not aware of what is going on to a large degree. The first time he or she 
becomes aware of an issue may be when a parliamentary question goes across their desk and they think, “Oh!” 
I am reminded of when I asked the former Leader of the House a couple of questions about inquiries into the 
Department of Aboriginal Affairs. Quite clearly, the minister was not aware of those public sector inquiries and it 
was only afterwards that he became aware of the issues. Quite often, a parliamentary question provides very good 
information for a minister. I have enjoyed being chaired by Madam Deputy President and I will sorely miss her 
wise words. Thank you. 
HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.28 pm]: I am continuing my 
remarks from an earlier day’s sitting. To recap some of those remarks, I was talking about it being an enormous 
honour to be elected for the McGowan Labor government and it was an enormous honour to be re-elected as 
a member for East Metropolitan Region. I thanked the people of Western Australia for bestowing that honour on 
me and the McGowan Labor government. 
I also talked about those members from the East Metropolitan Region and South Metropolitan Region, including 
Hon Lynn MacLaren, who would be leaving the chamber today before the swearing in of the fortieth Parliament 
and thanked them for their contributions. I was also talking about how I had worked over the last four years to 
represent the interests of the East Metropolitan Region, and I undertook to continue to do so. We will promise to 
do that when we are sworn in for the fortieth Parliament on Monday. I will continue to represent the interests of 
the East Metropolitan Region as best I can, as strong as I can and as loud and clear as I possibly can. 
Hon Alyssa Hayden: I could give you a list! 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: I have no doubt that Hon Alyssa Hayden will give me a list; there is much to be done 
in the East Metropolitan Region. 
I was also acknowledging all new members in this and the other place, but particularly those for the 
East Metropolitan Region. I said how proud I am to serve alongside those in this place, and to work with those 
from the other place. They are, to summarise, the members for Belmont, Darling Range, Forrestfield, Kalamunda, 
Morley, Mount Lawley and Swan Hills, and, of course, the current member for East Metropolitan Region, Hon Bill 
Leadbetter. I also welcome Matthew Swinbourn, who will be, as of next week, a new member for the 
East Metropolitan Region. 
All members have their work cut out for them because the Barnett government left Western Australia in such 
a parlous state. Our challenges, because of that, are many and immense, and we are up to the task. We know what 
those challenges are. Let us just look at some of the challenges for the East Metropolitan Region. 
When I talk to people in the East Metropolitan Region, by far and away the number one issue they raise with me 
is jobs; the lack of jobs, their jobs, the lack of secure jobs, jobs now and jobs into the future, and jobs for young 
people. Young people raise with me both how they will get jobs and how they will train for jobs. People talk about 
the importance of secure jobs, and also knowing what will be around the corner in the future, so future jobs. When 
I talk to them, they understand that the lack of jobs is not just as a result of iron ore prices falling or a downturn 
in the economy. People tell me that they see it as a failure of the previous government to identify that those 
things were happening or were going to happen, and a failure to intervene, when all those predictors were telling 
the government that it was time to act, and diversify the economy to support new industries, to support new 
directions, new fields and new technologies, as well as strengthening and shoring up industries already 
operating—for example, the manufacturing industry—to ensure that apprenticeships and jobs continued into 
the future. 

We now have a very high unemployment rate. The Australian Bureau of Statistics WA monthly labour market 
summary tells us that in seven of the last 12 months employment levels in this state have declined. That is 10 000 
jobs in the last 12 months. Let us take that back even further. In 2013, WA’s unemployment rate was just four per 
cent; in 2017 our state’s unemployment rate has increased a further 2.5 per cent, to 6.5 per cent. Members may ask 
why that is significant because it is just an increase in numbers, but it is significant in two ways. Firstly, people 
are hurting; people are without jobs and scared for their livelihoods. They are finding it difficult to make ends 
meet. They have mortgage stress and difficulty paying their mortgage, utility bills and school fees—particularly 
because at the start of this year the federal government cut the schoolkids bonus. That made it difficult to do all 
the things parents do at the start of the year such as buying books, uniforms and all those things. It is tough on 
families. It is also tough on families that have one or both parents out of work or looking for work, with kids doing 
the same. It is particularly tough when there is no work for young people to find, particularly in the outer areas of 
the East Metropolitan Region where employment opportunities are fewer. 
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Let us look at some ABS data on young people. Nationally, youth unemployment figures have increased by 
0.1 per cent in the last 12 months. In contrast, WA’s youth unemployment figures have increased by 1.6 per cent. 
Locally, at the East Metropolitan Region level in north east metropolitan Perth—that is a significant part of the 
East Metropolitan Region, just a different geographic boundary identified by the ABS—on 1 May 2014 youth 
unemployment was at 9.7 per cent. That was an already fairly high figure, particularly when we consider that at 
that time we were at the peak of the mining and construction boom. As of last Tuesday, the youth unemployment 
figure in the north east metropolitan region is 14.6 per cent. That is over two per cent higher than the 
Western Australian average, and an increase of almost five per cent almost three years to the day. That is 
a shocking indictment and a shocking legacy to leave; that is a legacy of no jobs, no pathways to training, and no 
hope for the young people of our state. I am pleased to say that the McGowan Labor government has a number of 
solutions to ensuring that young people have access to training opportunities, apprenticeships and jobs now and 
into the future. That was something that people particularly wanted to talk to me about during the election 
campaign. It is a significant reason why they turned their backs on the Barnett government and looked to Labor to 
provide some of the solutions. 

Hardest hit in the East Metropolitan Region in recent years has been the manufacturing industry. The ABS regional 
snapshots tell us that the number of manufacturing businesses in 2011 in the East Metropolitan Region was 330. 
By 2015 that had decreased to 225; 105 manufacturing businesses have gone in four years in the north east metro 
region. That reduction is even worse in the south east metro area. In 2011 there were 980 manufacturing businesses 
operating and in 2015 there are 824 manufacturing businesses—a loss of 156 manufacturing businesses in just 
four years. 

The loss of those 254 manufacturing businesses cannot all be laid at the door of the downturn in the mining and 
construction industry. However, it can be laid at the mismanagement of the Barnett government and its failure to 
support the manufacturing industry right from the start. Thank goodness, again, that the McGowan Labor 
government has made clear commitments to support industry and support young people into jobs. One thing that 
could have been done very easily by the former government but was not done is the expansion of the Priority Start 
program. The McGowan Labor government will require that a certain ratio of apprenticeships is attached to 
construction projects. If the labour component of a construction project is worth between $300 000 and $1 million, 
a minimum of one apprentice must be employed; if the labour component is worth $6 million and over, 
a significant number of apprentices must be employed. That is an easy way to ensure that there is an increase in 
the number of apprenticeships to give young people the opportunity to develop their skills and get jobs in industry. 

There are many more opportunities that I could talk about. I will take time over the next few weeks to make sure 
that members are aware of the interesting, innovative and exciting programs that the McGowan Labor government 
will introduce. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: Members opposite will have the opportunity to listen and understand very clearly 
all the opportunities that they missed when they were in government. 

I want to thank the people of the East Metropolitan Region for supporting the McGowan government and let them 
know that we will not break trust with them. Thank you. 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan) [12.42 pm]: I wish to make some comments about the 
Address-in-Reply motion that was moved by Hon Sally Talbot, and I thank her for doing so. 

Hon Peter Collier: It’s your last speech! 

Hon KATE DOUST: I do not think it is my last speech. 

Hon Peter Collier: From sitting on that side of the chair it is. 

Hon KATE DOUST: I think we will be sitting on this side of the chamber for a very long time, Leader of the 
Opposition—and, gosh, is that not a lovely thing to say to you! Leader of the Opposition! I have waited eight and 
a half years to say that. 

Hon Peter Collier: I meant from that side of the chair. I was actually trying to be nice to you! 

Hon KATE DOUST: I am not going to be distracted, because there are a few things I want to say about the recent 
election. There is also a significant matter that I want to talk about and that I hope the new 
McGowan Labor government—the very successful McGowan government—will take on board. 

First, I would like to thank Her Excellency the Governor, Kerry Sanderson, AO, for her very insightful speech 
laying out all the good work that the McGowan Labor government has already dealt with and the program of work 
that it has ahead of it over the next four years. That very exciting program of works is complicated by the need to 
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deal with the diabolical fiscal failure of the previous government. That will be an enormous challenge, but I know 
that Ben Wyatt, our Treasurer, is certainly up to that task. I also want to note the enormous and significant 
contribution that the Governor has made to this state both in her current role and in her previous roles in 
Western Australia. 

I also want to thank the people of the South Metropolitan Region. I am always grateful for their support. I am very 
pleased that they have, yet again, placed their faith in not only me but also Hon Sue Ellery and our new member, 
Pierre Yang, who will come into this place next week. I am very pleased that I will start my fifth term in this place 
as of next week, and I look forward to continuing to work for the people of the South Metropolitan Region over 
the next few years. 

I also want to add my words of congratulation to Mark McGowan and the WA Labor team. I know that every 
candidate worked extremely hard in this campaign, not just in the last few weeks but over the last 12 months. We 
had an outstanding crop of candidates in not only our held seats and marginals but also our non-held seats. 
I particularly acknowledge two young candidates with whom I had involvement in my region. They are 
Thomas Fitzgerald in the seat of Bateman and Michael Voros in the seat of South Perth. They are excellent and 
outstanding individuals. They worked extremely hard. Given that these are probably two of the safest Liberal seats 
in the state, and given the constraints around campaigning that are faced by Labor candidates in safe Liberal seats, 
I am pleased to say that they managed to bring about an almost 13 per cent swing in those seats. I know that John 
McGrath in South Perth, lovely fellow that he is, was quite surprised at the impact on his own seat, which has now 
dropped from being a 70 per cent Liberal seat to a 57 per cent Liberal seat. Hopefully that will encourage John to 
work even harder in his seat. I want to congratulate both those candidates. They worked extremely hard, and they 
had a fantastic team of people working on their campaign. I thank all the people who were involved. I certainly 
hope that in the future both those individuals will have other opportunities presented to them, because they will 
add great value and be significant contributors to our state. 

The Western Australian Labor government has a fantastic opportunity ahead of it to roll out the policies that it 
canvassed leading up to the election in the Plan for Jobs, and this government has already started the hard work of 
doing that. 

I will not make any significant or critical comments about members of the opposition. I know that being in 
opposition is extremely tough and those members have a lot of hard work ahead of them. It is grinding hard work. 
I do not need to make any comment about why they lost government or analyse those details, because the people 
of Western Australia have made that call and that is why those members are now sitting on the opposition side of 
the house. They will have ample opportunity to reflect upon the failures of the past and work out how they can 
improve their relationship with the people of this state. 

I want to acknowledge a number of the new members who have been elected, particularly one of my former staff, 
David Michael, who has been elected to the seat of Balcatta. David is a fantastic young man who has been heavily 
engaged in his community throughout his life. He was Deputy Mayor of the City of Stirling at a very young age. 
He has also been very active across all spheres of our party. He will make a significant contribution to not only 
the other chamber but also his community as their elected member. I also acknowledge Simon Millman in the seat 
of Mount Lawley and Reece Whitby in the seat of Baldivis in the South Metropolitan Region. I also acknowledge 
Yaz Mubarakai in the seat of Jandakot, who against some pretty significant personal odds was outrageously 
successful in that seat. Given Yaz’s personal background and extensive small business experience, he has shown 
himself to be a class act. He is a very interesting personality. He is larger than life. I think he will add colour and 
movement to the other place. Yaz is already working extremely hard in his community. He demonstrated that 
throughout the campaign and in his former life, both in his work life and in his work as a local councillor. I look 
forward to working alongside Yaz in the South Metropolitan Region. 

I want to acknowledge Lisa O’Malley in Bicton, who again fought a really hard campaign in a seat that I think the 
Liberal Party probably assumed it would hold. Lisa had a fantastic team of people around her. Lisa also has a very 
strong connection to that area through her community engagement, her activities around Roe 8 and small business. 
I know that she will be a fantastic local member for the people of Bicton. 

I want to acknowledge my old friend Terry Healy who was successful in winning the seat of Southern River. I have 
known Terry for a long time. I knew him when he was student guild president at Curtin University and became 
involved in the Labor Party. I do not know where Terry finds spare time because he is involved in so many different 
activities. I will tell a funny story. Late last year we were fortunate enough to attend Terry’s wedding in Gosnells. 
A lot of people were there. It was a fantastic wedding day. As some members would know, Terry is a wedding 
celebrant in his own right. He also does the occasional funeral. He conducted my brother’s last year and did 
a fantastic job. His wedding was a beautiful outdoor wedding with a lot of people. The bride looked fantastic, the 
groom looked lovely, and midway through the service the public address system broke down. What would anyone 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 18 May 2017] 

 p221e-252a 
Hon Robyn McSweeney; Hon Robin Chapple; Hon Alanna Clohesy; Hon Kate Doust; Hon Samantha Rowe; 

Hon Martin Pritchard; President 

 [15] 

do if they were the groom? Terry stopped the service, fixed the PA system—as one would!—stood back and let 
the wedding proceed. I just thought: that is the type of bloke he is—very hands on. He will bring great enthusiasm, 
excitement and joy in the way he conducts himself. I am sure he will have an open door to everyone in Southern 
River and will be a very successful member of Parliament. 

I would like to acknowledge a couple of Labor Party departing members, particularly Hon Laine McDonald. 
Although Laine has been with us for only a short time, she has made a significant contribution. I personally want 
to thank Laine for the very hard work she was involved in in getting the Asbestos Diseases Compensation Bill 
organised over the last few years. Laine has an ongoing interest and passion in that area. Hopefully we will continue 
to work together to ensure that that legislation gets up. I wish her well for the future. I know that she is heading 
back into a busy work life after she leaves this place. 

I acknowledge my friend Hon Bill Leadbetter who gave a cracker of a first and final speech this week. He has set 
a very high bar for new members coming in in terms of the level of detail. I thought that that was a great opener. 
I know that Bill will continue his involvement in and around this place in the future. 

I acknowledge my colleagues who are in the ministry. It is well deserved. I acknowledge Hon Sue Ellery. I think 
she will do an outstanding job as Leader of the House. I congratulate Hon Stephen Dawson as the 
Deputy Leader of the House. There is one particular minister I want to acknowledge. I think it is very important 
because I know how hard he has worked—that is, the member for Cannington, the Honourable Bill Johnston. 
I have not always called him “honourable” in the past but I suppose we have to add that now that he is a minister! 
I already know that as a minister he is working extremely long hours and working very hard, because I do not see 
him very much at home anymore. I particularly want to put on record my congratulations to Bill because I think 
his elevation to the ministry is certainly well deserved and he will deliver the goods for the people of 
Western Australia in each of the portfolios he has been allocated. 

I would also like to put on record my thanks to the current President of this place, Hon Barry House. Barry has 
done an outstanding job as President. He has been very supportive. He has demonstrated that he can work across 
the political spectrum of this place and has always offered fair and reasonable advice. I must say on the couple of 
occasions that I have been very fortunate to spend time travelling with him, he has been very good to engage with 
on that level. I certainly wish him well for whatever he chooses to do in the next stage of his life once he gets past 
a bit of rest and relaxation at home with his family. 

To the departing members of this chamber, I want to say thank you very much for your contribution. For those 
members I worked with on committees, although we may not have always shared the same view, for me it has 
always been a very positive learning experience to be able to have discussions and to expand my own views. I must 
say that in the last Parliament in sitting on the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review 
I was very pleased to work again with Hon Brian Ellis; also with Hon Laine McDonald on the last inquiry. I think 
the committee had Hon Samantha Rowe for a little while, a former member of this place Hon Amber-Jade 
Sanderson, and Hon Phil Edman. Hon Samantha Rowe is still with us; she is not going anywhere except onwards 
and upwards. And Hon Mark Lewis—how could I forget? I want to say good luck to you all. It was great working 
with you on that committee. I am really proud of that committee because not once did we have a minority report. 
As contentious as some of those matters were, sometimes we did not always agree with certain elements but we 
were always able to reach middle ground. I appreciate that sometimes the committee’s recommendations might 
have caused its Liberal Party members some pain and grief from some of their own ministers and in the party 
room, but they dealt with it very well. The committee was able to get its reports done in a very timely manner. The 
committee was able to influence the government in some part to either amend some of its legislation or, in some 
cases, not to proceed with a couple of bills. I think that is a very positive outcome for any committee, albeit a very 
small one. The materials we were dealing with probably were not the most scintillating of matters on each and 
every occasion. I certainly thank you all very much for the very positive working relationships that we had. 
I acknowledge Hon Robyn McSweeney, Hon Liz Behjat and Hon Lynn MacLaren who have been long-serving 
companions in this chamber. I have enjoyed their company and our discussions over that time. I look forward to 
maintaining those relationships outside of this place. I wish them well. 
Members know that I have an ongoing interest in the area of information and communications technology. I want 
to talk about something today that I think will provide an exciting opportunity and challenge for government. It is 
quite appropriate at the moment given we have had, on an international level, a significant malware hack or cyber 
attack. It was flagged in the media today that there is another potential cyber attack on our horizon. Although the 
attack had been mainly focused on the UK, Europe and the US, it had some impact in Australia. I want to talk 
about some of those issues. Over the last eight years I have talked on a regular basis about ICT and a range of 
related elements. I must say that over the last couple of years I have become particularly interested in cybersecurity 
and cybercrime. We all have to acknowledge that the manner of crime is changing. It may not change overnight. 
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People will not necessarily break and enter to steal goods to make money; these days people can sit somewhere, 
anywhere, with a laptop or a phone. As long as they know what they are doing, they can install, via email, text or 
other mechanisms, a range of malware options on phones, laptops, desktops or even on something that is being 
worn, given that people now like to wear Fitbits et cetera. Strong elements of our lives are online, so there are 
some really interesting opportunities for the new-age criminal to have a go at us. Of course their purpose is to 
either shut things down or to extract dollars. Having seen a real-time map of cyber attacks happening on a couple 
of occasions, it is incredibly scary the high volume of real-time attacks that are occurring across the world in not 
just the business arena but also, certainly, the individual realm. The thinking about how these things are worked 
through is quite interesting. 
As we will shortly be taking a lunchbreak, I look forward to continuing my discussion about some of these things. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm  
Hon KATE DOUST: Before the break I was starting to talk about a matter of interest that picks up on issues 
around cybersecurity, particularly given the worldwide hack that occurred over the weekend that was aptly called 
“WannaCry”. Of course, a victim of that cyber attack would have wanted to cry if they were held to ransom and 
could not access or had lost their data, either as an individual or a business. I know that another proposed cyber 
attack has already been referred to. As I said earlier, because our world is changing and we are utilising the digital 
world more frequently in every aspect of our life and work, the criminals have become much more creative and 
utilise the cyber world extremely effectively. A variety of tools are available for them to make our lives difficult 
and they are now packaging up these various tools and onselling them to other criminal elements around the world 
who then utilise them. The challenge for us as members of Parliament is to become more cyber savvy and for 
governments, regardless of where they are and of whatever political persuasion, to look at mechanisms that can be 
put in place locally to try to circumvent this new and different type of criminal activity. I am going to talk about 
that in more detail. 
However, I want to start by talking about the Australian Computer Society annual conference I attended in Sydney 
in December, called Reimagination’16. I had the opportunity to speak for WA at that fantastic conference in my 
capacity as the shadow minister for information and communications technology. I also had the opportunity to 
attend a half-day seminar on cybersecurity. I congratulate the Australian Computer Society because they are at the 
forefront and cutting edge of these issues. Invited to the conference were a significant number of worldwide experts 
in this area. It was fascinating to hear from people working in the Palo Alto Networks, The Hague and in the new 
cybersecurity unit established by the commonwealth government about the threats and challenges and about some 
of the solutions that can be put in place to try to deal with this problem. I look forward to an opportunity at a later 
stage to talk about some of the work that has been done in The Hague to develop template legislation that 
Parliaments can put in place to try to manage these types of problems. I will talk about that later because a couple 
of my colleagues and I have participated in another forum to do with that. 
The conference was well attended and there was a lot of discussion about what is happening across the states. 
I must say that the Victorian Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade, Hon Philip Dalidakis, is doing 
a cracking job in that role; he is doing a fantastic amount of work. Victoria is investing significant amounts in the 
ICT arena, particularly in the area of cybersecurity. A $50 million cybersecurity facility as well as a separate 
commercialisation unit was just established in Victoria, and I hope that at a later stage there are conversations in 
this place around other opportunities in this space. The commonwealth government is certainly leading the pack 
at a national level and the Victorian government has stepped up its engagement both across community and 
business to deal with cybersecurity. Philip Dalidakis was enlightening and reassuring about the role government 
can play in this growing area of industry, if you like—it is not necessarily a positive industry, but obviously a very 
lucrative industry for the modern-age criminal. 

I now want to talk about the Auditor General’s report tabled in this place last Thursday. It is an appropriate report 
given the cyber attack that occurred on the weekend. I note that the Auditor General’s report was referred to in 
today’s The West Australian in an article by Nick Butterly and in the editorial that refers to how the cyber attack 
plus the Auditor General’s report should be a wake-up call for everyone, particularly for government and how it 
manages its digital arrangements. I want to talk about the report because it is not overly long. The report was 
finalised in December last year and tabled in here last week, so I suppose we have had a bit of time to consider it. 
I had imagined that given the separation we had with the election that things have gone fairly quiet. However, the 
Auditor General conducted an audit of half a dozen different agencies over a short period of about 12 days to 
assess how cyber secure they were. It found that there were problems across every agency and that in some 
situations there were a series of ongoing hacks, that viruses were present and that there were a range of other 
problems. The report identifies a number of those issues. I will talk about some of those first because they are 
interesting. Included in the key findings is the observation that malware-related communication was found on all 
networks that were tested. That should be the first wake-up call for government. Although only six agencies were 
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tested, that is a pretty good testing area. The challenge for government is to work out how to deal with this problem. 
This is not the first time that this type of audit has been done in government. A number of years ago—I cannot 
recall the year, but I know this from conversations with individuals—the cybersecurity unit at Edith Cowan 
University, which is a superb educational institution, participated in audits and found significant problems. 
Unfortunately, that audit did not seem to receive the required response it should have; if it had, it might have 
prevented some of the outcomes that were found with the recent security breach. 
The Attorney General’s report found that cybersecurity is lacking across all the networks that were looked at. It 
also found that of the six agencies tested, two had signs of persistent malware infections that bypassed security 
controls. One agency had a single infection that was active for most of the 12 days on which the audit was 
conducted. A number of other so-called infections or viruses were found across the other agencies. It found that 
IT control failures were common and there was a need for ongoing assessment of risks and improvement of 
controls. The Auditor General’s report states that all sorts of measures can be put in place, but that at the end of 
the day people are the final frontier and we need to make sure that the people working in that environment are 
trained, skilled and knowledgeable about how to deal with these particular types of threats and risks. The 
Auditor General’s report refers to knowledge being in decline, that there is not enough training, or an 
across-government approach or a level of ongoing internal audits to ensure that there is compliance so that people 
are cyber savvy and do not make the error of opening up a phishing email or some other type of document that 
could cause difficulty for them or their department. The Auditor General’s report stated — 

The WA Government lacks a coordinated approach to cyberthreats, including malware. 
It also stated — 

… there was no whole-of-government security policy or framework … 
Late last year, the former government launched an information and communications technology strategy when 
Hon Bill Marmion was the minister. It came out under the auspices of the Office of the Government Chief 
Information Officer. However, in that report there was no reference to cybersecurity or to any sort of plan or 
strategy, which was a fairly glaring omission in that very important document. If the government was going to put 
out an ICT strategy, a significant component should have addressed cybersecurity. If members look at any large 
organisations in the private sector such as Telstra or IBM, peak organisations such as the Australian Computer 
Society or any of the telecommunications associations, they will see that they all have a very clearly defined, 
planned policy strategy for dealing with cybersecurity that covers all elements of their business because it is 
integral to the survival of their businesses in the modern digital age. 
Unfortunately, the Auditor General’s inquiry highlighted a gap. That is part of the challenge for government. I will 
read in some of the inquiry’s conclusions. The report states — 

All agencies experienced attacks that were able to defeat at least 1 security control or technology. 
We need to be concerned about this because we are encouraging people to go online for more and more government 
services. Government is in the process of establishing better access to its information online. People have to go 
online to download forms, find out information about departments and access general information about particular 
matters. Government is now the holder of our taxpayers’ significant private data. The protection of our taxpayers’ 
and constituents’ data is the primary driver to look at having a really solid cybersecurity strategy for the state and 
the public sector, which should be the first port of call. Protection of their data should be the first reason that we 
need that strategy, aside from not wanting government to come crashing down because a hacker has been able to 
install a virus through malware or a range of other mechanisms to stop it from operating. That is a very clear thing. 
The Auditor General’s report further states — 

The control failures we identified were consistent with the findings in our annual Information Systems 
Audit Reports. 

Over the last couple of years, a couple of Auditor General’s reports have targeted how ICT has been managed in 
various elements of the public sector. Health is one of those. We looked at issues around Fiona Stanley Hospital 
and the contracting for the ICT projects there. The report continues — 

The findings illustrated yet again the importance agencies should place on ensuring that often basic, easy 
to implement controls are in place and operating effectively. But, the evolving malware threat also 
requires agencies to be constantly improving their security processes, and upgrading to more advanced 
security tools to further strengthen their networks. 

That is where the challenge is. It is identified at a later stage of this report, and in response the Office of the 
Government Chief Information Officer stated that it knew that ongoing compliance audits should happen to make 
sure that everything was up to the appropriate level but there was not enough money to do so. That is a failure that 
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I will park at the feet of the former government because the way in which things were gutted from the relevant 
departments meant that there was not the amount of money required to put in place good strategies and the right 
sort of mechanisms to do this. Managing cybersecurity is not cheap. Governments will have to invest dollars in 
not just the physical hardware, but also the training and development of staff and the employment of appropriate 
ICT specialists in the cybersecurity area. 

The final point in the conclusions was that the WA public sector should have a coordinated approach to the 
management of cyber threats. 

Members will have noticed over time that we used to get the odd email that looked a bit dodgy and which, if we 
opened it, might have shut down the computer, spread a virus or installed a trojan that may have sought ways to 
access our passwords. Let us face it, most people tend to use one password and they do not always change it. It is 
usually something simple and therefore it is relatively easy, if people do online banking, to hack into their bank 
account. They could very well open up their account to find that they have nothing left in it. Sadly, a number of 
Western Australians have been in that situation. 

Concerning some of the scammers that we hear about, the WA government has managed that quite well. Project 
Sunbird is managed out of the Department of Commerce and the biggest issue that it deals with is romance 
scammers. That is a separate type of cyber threat. It is one that is managed in a different way. I think that there 
needs to be more education about them. I can never understand why people get conned by them, but, sadly, they 
do. There are other scams that are much harder to identify. One of the challenges for any government is to work 
out how it educates the people in its community to let them know about the various tiers of threat and the sometimes 
very simple things that can entrap them. Some people here may have received text messages that state that if they 
click on X, they will get some information or a reward. An email might come through that looks like it is from 
someone we know well. If people are in a hurry, they may just open it up and—bang—they are gone. Lots of 
methods are used to access people’s data or bank accounts. At the end of the day, that is what these people want 
to do: they will hold people to ransom, use denials of service, spread viruses and embed trojans. There is a range 
of mechanisms they can use, and I will not talk about the dark side of the internet today. That is a whole different 
world, as I have discovered. At a conference I went to recently people in the room were asked whether they had 
engaged with the darknet. I was surprised at how many people put up their hands. It is not something that I would 
have thought people would have admitted to in public. Anyway, it is a changing world. 

Given what happened over the weekend, that we have seen an escalation in the nature of cybercrime and that we 
do not currently have a strategy or plan or enough people working in the public sector who are skilled up enough 
to manage cyber threats, that is a challenge for government. However, it is not a negative challenge; it is a positive 
challenge. If we are going to continue along the path of doing more and more work online and engaging in a private 
capacity online, we need to be better educated—not us just as individuals in a private capacity, but also people 
working across industry. I had discussions with the Chamber of Minerals and Energy a couple of weeks ago about 
how the mining sector deals with this, given that so much work is being done by remote control. If members go to 
the offices of BHP Billiton or Rio Tinto in town, they will see the extensive work that is being done online to 
manage their sites remotely. It would only take a hacker or a virus to get through to shut down an element of their 
business. I am hoping that the CME will take that on board. From my discussions, I think that is an area that has 
not been considered. 

I had a discussion with someone from another mining company on Friday and we talked about how even though 
the larger companies probably had the dollars to invest in this area and may very well have the appropriate 
strategies and plans in place, that this might not be something on the radar for smaller and midrange mining 
companies. The individual I talked to probably thought I was a bit out there and maybe a bit crazy, but it was 
interesting to note that come Saturday morning, the newspapers reported that there had been a massive cyber attack 
across Europe, the United Kingdom and the United States. I hoped that they would read the paper and might 
actually think about how that might impact on their business. Another thing for a lot of those companies is that not 
all their work is done in Western Australia. Some of their work is done online overseas so that when these types 
of incidents happen outside of Australia, it opens up those businesses to having to manage other difficulties. 
Another problem is that as we shift from hard-data storage to cloud storage, consideration also needs to be given 
to how we manage that so that it is safe and secure and protected into the future. There are some real challenges 
in this space and I hope that the incoming McGowan government will continue to look at creative ways to bring 
down debt. Any sane, sensible person would acknowledge that as a business becomes more paperless and people 
are encouraged to engage more online, that it has to invest in this area. I hope that the new minister and the 
government across the board embrace this opportunity and acknowledge that they need to put something in place 
that was not there previously. The Auditor General’s report referenced one thing that was in place previously. 
About 12 months ago the Liberal government released a document titled “Whole of Government Digital Security 
Policy”, which is one page long. At the end of the day, the government relies upon individual agencies to make 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 18 May 2017] 

 p221e-252a 
Hon Robyn McSweeney; Hon Robin Chapple; Hon Alanna Clohesy; Hon Kate Doust; Hon Samantha Rowe; 

Hon Martin Pritchard; President 

 [19] 

sure that they have a plan and a strategy in place and that their staff are trained. As a result of this report we now 
know that that was not happening. I do not know if this policy is really worth the paper it was printed on, and 
perhaps it should have been placed online. I hope that the new government takes on board the findings and 
recommendations of the Auditor General and has another go at putting in place a better and stronger version of 
a cybersecurity policy. At the end of the day, the threats that we are exposed to will become more frequent, better 
organised and more creative in how they infiltrate our online lives. I see a big challenge in this area. Government 
has an enormous opportunity in this space. The Victoria government has invested in a cybersecurity unit. It is 
looking at how to skill up people and it is creating new jobs. Data demonstrates that we do not have enough 
information and communications technology specialists in the state, particularly in the area of cybersecurity. It is 
a growth industry. Falling in line with the McGowan Labor government’s plan for jobs, this is an area in which 
skills are needed and I hope that there will be some encouragement for people to participate in this space. 

This leads me to talk about a conference on cybersecurity that Hon Martin Aldridge, Hon Nick Goiran and 
I attended. In July last year we attended the first Commonwealth Parliamentary Association conference in 
Brisbane, and a report has already been provided to the CPA and the Parliament about what happened at that 
conference. In late March we attended a second conference in London. The first four days were primarily based 
around national security, terrorism and cybersecurity. As it turned out this was quite pertinent given that a couple 
of days before our conference there had been a very tragic incident in which a man had driven across the bridge 
near Westminster and mowed down half a dozen people. Security was pretty intense at the conference and in and 
around Parliament during that time. About 80 people from around the world participated in that conference, 
including a significant number of our colleagues from the South Pacific region where access to the internet and 
working online is still a relatively new and developing experience. Getting their heads around how to set up 
cybersecurity strategies for their respective countries is certainly an interesting challenge for them. It was a very 
busy four days. We heard from some fantastic speakers and attended some very interesting panels and workshops 
on how to develop strategies and plans and put forward template legislation. Technology changes so quickly and 
the area of cybercrime changes every day with something new and different. The real challenge for governments 
is to work out how to manage cybercrime via legislation, so the conference was very useful. The final day was 
devoted entirely to cybersecurity. I was very pleased to work with both of my colleagues over that week at this 
conference. I was also very pleased to be invited to participate on the committee that finalised the e-handbook on 
cybersecurity and cybercrime, which will be distributed to all parliamentarians throughout the Commonwealth of 
Nations. On the Friday, I was invited to speak at the launch of this handbook. It will be a very useful handbook 
for members that will hopefully be made available soon—a couple of extra things needed to be added around the 
issue of social networking that had been missed. The handbook provides a glossary of what is involved in 
cybercrime and the different elements as well as some examples of constituent-type matters that members might 
come across. It provides templates for draft legislation, access to a range of written materials around cybersecurity 
and cybercrime, and advice on the darknet. It is a really practical and sensible guidebook for members of 
Parliament because as we continue to deal with our constituents, these types of issues will start to arise and we 
will need to provide information, guidance and support to them on this different type of environment. 

People are probably tired of me talking about these issues, but in this ever-changing world, we, as parliamentarians, 
need to keep up to date with these types of changes. Around the chamber I see a range of members utilising 
a variety of platforms today to access information and to send messages. Yes, Mr Acting President (Hon Simon 
O’Brien), I know you are very much a hard copy, paper person, but hopefully that will change in future. Let us 
face it, the benefits of being online are enormous. The fact that we are fully portable and able to access information 
no matter where we are in the world is such an enormous bonus to us in our day-to-day work. I hope that we will 
be able to turn you, Mr Acting President, around at some point and get you online. Except for Mr Acting President, 
most of us would manage a lot of our life online. We bank; we store private data; we use emails for communicating 
with work, family and friends; we review what is happening around the world via media outlets and we probably 
have a few magazines stashed away on our iPad or phone. Members might be like me with an enormous number 
of photographs of my beautiful granddaughter stored on my phone—I just had to slip Kora in there somehow, who 
is now eight-and-a-half months old and going well. 

Carting a phone around and the use of a phone has changed dramatically, even in the last five to 10 years. We are 
constantly getting new apps and new ways of using things. We find that the apps on our phone need to be updated 
on a regular basis. Part of the issue is that developers know that they have to provide patches and changes because 
hackers are constantly working at new ways to have a go at us. The challenge for government is to develop 
a strategy, have a plan, invest the dollars, create the work, work with community to better educate them and work 
across the business sector so that we can provide better protections across the board. It is a challenge for the 
government and for us in Parliament in how we deal with legislation. Going into the fortieth Parliament of 
Western Australia, I hope that these types of matters are taken seriously, that the matters raised in the 
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Auditor General’s report are picked up and addressed and that the government sees the value of that type of report. 
The events that happened on the weekend are the canary call in the mine shaft of the digital world, and I hope we 
acknowledge that wake-up call and deal with it. If we want to continue working and living in the digital world, we 
have to put in place not just bandaids, but proper and full protections for everyone. That is the challenge and the 
opportunity. I am pretty sure the McGowan government will rise to that situation because it sees the effectiveness 
of working in that particular arena. 

With those comments, I am really pleased to have been elected for another term. I am eternally grateful to the 
voters of the South Metropolitan Region for giving me the opportunity to continue to have a voice in here and to 
represent them out in the area. I look forward to the McGowan government delivering on every aspect of the 
commitments it made leading up to the election. We have a fantastic team of ministers and parliamentary 
secretaries, and a great crop of new members; I know they will do an outstanding job. I look forward to the 
opposition trying to do what it has to do. As I said earlier, it is a grinding thankless task, but, quite frankly, they 
deserve it. I would like to wish everyone well for the next four years. 

HON SAMANTHA ROWE (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.31 pm]: It is my absolute 
pleasure to stand here in this place and give my second speech in the Address-in-Reply debate. As it was the 
first time when I was elected in 2013, it is a very humbling experience to be elected to represent 
the East Metropolitan Region for a second term. I thank the voters of the East Metropolitan Region 
for re-electing me into a great area that I am proud to represent, along with my other colleagues in the 
East Metropolitan Region. 

I also congratulate the new members who will be taking their seats in this place next week. It is a very exciting 
time for those new members when they come in to give their inaugural speeches and start their parliamentary 
careers. I would also like to congratulate members who have been re-elected. I also thank the members who will 
not be joining us in the next Parliament for their contribution that they have made to the regions they have 
represented—in particular, my colleagues in the East Metropolitan Region who will not be joining us in the next 
Parliament, Hon Alyssa Hayden and Hon Helen Morton. Although we probably have not agreed on much, every 
single one of us who has represented East Metro has done so with passion, enthusiasm, and had a very strong voice 
for the region that we all love and have represented. I thank them for the contribution that they have made to this 
place and to our region. I also want to make a small comment that it was this Parliament that had six females 
representing the East Metropolitan Region, and the region was really lucky to have us do that. 

I would also like to acknowledge my two colleagues, Hon Laine McDonald and Hon Bill Leadbetter. It has been 
really wonderful to have Bill, who has been here for only a couple of days, as part of our team. He has done a huge 
amount of work within our party and behind the scenes campaigning in a number of areas for a very long time. 
I thank him for that. I have had the pleasure of getting to know and share an office with Hon Laine McDonald over 
the last six to eight months. Laine, it has been a real pleasure. You will be sorely missed in this place. 

I would also like to make a brief comment on the members who have already given their valedictory speeches. 
They have all done an outstanding job giving what I imagine to be a very hard and emotional speech. They have 
done so with a lot of grace, and I thank them for that. I would also like to mention Hon Phil Edman, who I had the 
chance of working with in this Parliament. As government Whip and opposition Whip, he was always very 
entertaining to work with and we had a very good working relationship. I want to thank Phil for that friendship. 

It is truly an exciting time to be a member on this side. It has been a long four years and for some, a long eight 
years to get to this moment. It has been a lot of hard work and a long road, whether someone has been a member 
for eight years or longer, or just four years such as me and some of my colleagues. No doubt it will be very 
challenging at times, but no doubt very exciting. In particular, for me it was a very exciting night on 11 March. It 
was a big day for WA Labor; it was a big day for me personally. I had the opportunity to witness my younger 
sister, Cassie Rowe, win the seat of Belmont, and also a very dear friend of mine Stephen Price win the seat of 
Forrestfield. The lower house seats within the East Metropolitan Region are now all held by Labor members. Hon 
Donna Faragher has a tough job ahead of her being the only upper house Liberal member, but I am sure she will 
do an outstanding job. 

Hon Peter Collier: She’s up to it. 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: I am sure she is. 
Hon Donna Faragher: I’m sure I will be up to it, don’t worry about that! 
Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: I recognise the hard work that Hon Donna Faragher does, and I know that she will 
continue to represent the East Metropolitan Region well. But of course it has been a long time coming and a lot of 
hard work has gone into the 2017 win. I want to thank the Premier, Mark McGowan, for his strong leadership, his 
strong vision and of course the strong policies that we went to the election with that the voters of Western Australia 
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voted for. He will make, and is making, an outstanding contribution as our Premier, and I really look forward to 
working with him, the team and the new ministers on rolling out those policies that we went to the election with. 
Of course, we do not reach this place on our own. It is tireless work from many, many people. All of us have 
worked incredibly hard across all parties to get to this place. I would like to make comment about the volunteers 
who assisted me in the campaigns that I was responsible for and to thank them for their tireless efforts. In the seat 
of Belmont, a huge number of volunteers gave up their personal time to work on the campaign. They gave up their 
weekends and family time so that they could assist the Labor Party in winning some seats. In Belmont, we made 
over 40 000 phone calls. That is not from just one person; that is from a team of volunteers who believed in the 
policies that we were presenting for this state. We knocked on approximately 16 000 doors across the electorate 
of Belmont. Again, this was not just one person; it was a team of people and a team effort, and, to be honest, it 
was an outstanding effort by those volunteers. I thank them for their tireless efforts to ensure that we were able to 
win the seat.  
I would also like to thank the candidates for the election result. The winning candidates in the East Metropolitan 
Region were Cassie Rowe for Belmont, Barry Urban for Darling Range, Stephen Price for Forrestfield, 
Matthew Hughes for Kalamunda, Amber-Jade Sanderson for Morley, Simon Millman for Mount Lawley and 
Jessica Shaw for Swan Hills. Congratulations to all those new members. I am sure you are going to make an 
outstanding contribution in your areas. All that hard work has paid off, and I congratulate you and thank you for 
all of your hard work. 
When we were out doorknocking, making phone calls and holding community meetings, it was really clear that 
people wanted to be listened to. From that experience we got a very clear understanding that people were incredibly 
worried about their jobs and about their kids being able to find employment—sometimes to the point that they 
were reduced to tears. This was something that was really hurting the electorate and it came across loud and clear. 
Our leadership team did great work in putting together the plan for jobs, and it gave people hope. I really look 
forward to being able to roll out those policies to make sure that people have secure, full and dignified employment. 
From knocking on those doors and making those phone calls, I can tell members that that issue was probably, 
hands-down, the biggest issue we faced in the electorates I was working on in the East Metropolitan Region. 
I am also proud and pleased to say that we talked to a lot of different community groups, sporting groups and the 
like throughout our electorates, and assisted them with community grants. It is really important that we are able to 
assist community groups and sporting groups throughout our electorates because they play a really vital role in our 
communities. We got a lot of satisfaction from being able to make commitments, whether for education—for the 
parents and citizens associations and the schools—or for local sporting clubs and the like. In Belmont we made 
a fantastic announcement for the local high school there, Belmont City College, for a new, $7 million arts centre. 
That was something I was particularly excited about as a former drama captain at school. That was something 
I really enjoyed when I was going through high school. I was always involved in school productions and plays and 
also community theatre. It was a great passion of mine, so it is great to see that students at our local high school 
who do specialist drama or music programs will have the sort of facilities that maybe schools in the western 
suburbs have. I am really pleased to see that they are going to get that new arts centre. It is also wonderful because 
the local primary schools will have access to the new arts centre when it is not being used by the high school. 
I think that is a great asset for Belmont. Local community groups and not-for-profit organisations are also going 
to be able to access the new arts centre. It is something that is really going to bring the community together. 
We also made some commitments to the local primary schools. A lot of the P&Cs work incredibly hard for their 
local primary schools, making sure that they raise funds continuously each year through cake stalls, sausage sizzles 
and movie nights—you name it. They roll up their sleeves and do the hard work, and it is hard. It is hard for people 
to give up their time to actually participate in P&Cs, particularly when in many cases both parents are working, 
and it is getting harder and harder. Finding the time to attend all those different fundraisers is also more challenging 
when we try to maintain some sort of work–life balance. We were really pleased to be able to assist the local 
primary schools, whether through grants for new shade cloths or upgrades to sporting facilities. A lot of our 
primary schools required new netball or basketball courts. There were also requests for nature playgrounds, which 
are becoming very popular now. I am sure that many members are aware of how popular nature playgrounds have 
become. They look fantastic and I think they are a great asset for any local primary school. We were very pleased 
to be able to assist the local primary schools in the area and education more broadly. 

We were also able to assist a lot of the local sporting clubs, including the local football team, the Belmont Bombers. 
We assisted in getting some extra lighting for its oval, because there was not enough lighting to be able to train 
properly in winter, and they were thrilled with the $80 000 investment in new lighting. We were also able to assist 
the local Belmont Cricket Club with getting some new nets and sporting equipment. We made a contribution to 
a local community group that wanted to set up community gardens in Rivervale. For members who are not familiar 
with the suburb of Rivervale, the gardens will be in Wilson Park, which is just off Kooyong Road. Kooyong Road 
is changing, but has had quite a lot of issues with crime and so forth. This is an opportunity for the community to 
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get together and have a community garden, and I think that is a really great and positive outcome for that area, 
which has had a lot of problems with antisocial behaviour. It will be a real asset, and I know that the community 
garden growers that have set up the group are really excited at the prospect of getting the community together and 
involved in taking responsibility for looking after the garden, and that will be a great and positive outcome for 
Rivervale. 

We also provided funds for some new equipment for the local Men’s Shed. We all know the important role that 
Men’s Sheds play in our communities, and it is a great thing to be able to support them. The Belmont Men’s Shed 
needed new woodworking and metalworking equipment so that they could do what they would like to do, and we 
were really pleased to be able to assist them in that. We have also been able to assist Hazelmere and South 
Guildford with the upgrade of Hazelmere Hall, which is something — 

Hon Donna Faragher interjected. 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: There was a lot, all across the state. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Samantha Rowe has the call. 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: We were able to assist the City of Swan with beginning the upgrade of 
Hazelmere Hall. At the moment, the hall is somewhat decrepit and probably not used to its full potential, so it will 
be really great for that local community to see those upgrades. As we know, community halls are very important 
to each electorate; not-for-profit organisations, families and day care organisations use them, so Hazelmere Hall 
is going to be a real asset for that area. 

Of course, we made local commitments all across the state. It is really important — 

Hon Donna Faragher interjected. 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: The honourable member will get her chance to make an Address-in-Reply speech, 
but at this stage it is my turn. 

Hon Donna Faragher interjected. 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: That is nice to hear; I am flattered! I thank the member. All across the state, 
WA Labor members campaigned on jobs, making sure we listened to the community. I think that goes some way 
to the election result we found ourselves with. I am really proud to be part of a McGowan Labor government and 
team. The result speaks for itself. As I said when I first stood, it will be a really challenging time. We have been 
left with some really outrageous financial constraints. What the previous government did was appalling, but I will 
not dwell on that because it is in the past. We must now look forward and do what we can to ensure that we take 
all Western Australians with us. We have a really good plan and a really good vision to be able to do that. I look 
forward to being part of that team. 

HON MARTIN PRITCHARD (North Metropolitan) [2.50 pm]: Before I begin my reply to the Governor’s 
excellent speech, Mr President, I would first like to congratulate you on what I believe to be 30 years of 
contributions to your constituents and to the Parliament of Western Australia. I certainly think it has been a solid 
and very good contribution. I expect also that you may have felt some frustrations during that time. I share with 
you concerns about this place. It is a place to be in awe of. When I was first elected I had never been behind the 
reception area, but having had the opportunity to look through this place, it is a place to be proud of. Although it 
must be run on a budget, whenever improvements are made, there seem to be criticism. I know you had some great 
ambitions for this place and I only wish you had managed to fulfil more of them. Some things have been done, 
such as the work on the courtyard, which I believe to be a great improvement. This is the people’s place and it 
should be a place in which they can be proud and feel welcome. I encourage members to take a bipartisan approach 
to how this place is dealt with in the future and that we endeavour to make it a place that we can continue to be 
extremely proud of. 

Putting that aside, Mr President, I am pleased that you have been able to leave politics at a time of your choosing. 
Not everyone has had that opportunity. I am pleased that you have. Politics is not a kind master and not everyone 
gets that opportunity. 

Irrespective of the differing views of the thirty-ninth Parliament, I, for one, have been in this place for two years—
not as long as most—and I believe that the Parliament is losing some extremely capable and good people. There 
are some new people in this place whom I am very sad we are not, at this stage anyway, going to see more of in 
the fortieth Parliament. The first one I mention is my colleague in the northern suburbs Hon Laine McDonald. 
I have been tremendously impressed. I thought it would be extremely hard to match up to Hon Ken Travers in all 
his good work in the northern suburbs, his giant intellect and the number of things he gets involved in and 
influences. One would need to be here a lot longer to be able to reach those heights. Hon Ken Travers was a great 
help to me in becoming a member of this place and in giving me advice, particularly as we led into the last election. 
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However, I am extremely sad that Hon Laine McDonald will not continue into the fortieth Parliament. The only 
thing I will say as an old man is that youth is on her side and I hope we see her back. 
The other person I thought made an extraordinarily brief but tremendous contribution was Hon Bill Leadbetter. 
I have to admit that my wife—I have mentioned this on a number of occasions—has the propensity to watch 
Parliament. I think it is to make sure I am here! When I went home last night, she said to me that she was 
completely enthralled with his contribution yesterday. I will not try to pronounce the word you used; I will call it 
an inaugural speech. She was completely enthralled and said it was the best she had heard. I suggested to her that 
I might have to amend that for Hansard and say it was the second best; but so be it. 
I was very pleased also to listen to Hon Elise Irwin. Again, I hope she gets a further opportunity. I thought her 
contribution yesterday was tremendous. It is a pity we will not see more of her potential. The other member 
I listened to was Hon Lynn MacLaren. I have a particularly soft spot for Hon Lynn MacLaren. I first became aware 
of her through my children. My eldest daughter is gay and my youngest daughter is a Green. I do not know how 
I produced them but they are the lights of my life. They introduced me through their discussions to Hon Lynn 
MacLaren and her good work. I felt it a real privilege that I got to meet her in person and was allowed to be 
a colleague of hers in this place for the last couple of years. Again, this place will be the poorer for her leaving. 
There are quite a number of others. I have been listening to the valedictory speeches and been very impressed with 
the heartfelt contributions people have made. I hesitate to mention further individuals in case I forget someone. If 
I do forget someone, I apologise. We will be losing, of course, Hon Nigel Hallett, Hon Dave Grills—sterling 
contribution—Hon Liz Behjat, which I think will be a great loss; Hon Mark Lewis; Hon Helen Morton; Hon Robyn 
McSweeney, whose contribution today was great and I listened to it enthralled; Hon Alyssa Hayden; and Hon 
Brian Ellis. If I have forgotten someone, you can shoot me later! I am sorry, there is Hon Phil Edman. His name 
was on the other page; I was not going to forget him. I must say that, without singling out anyone too much, I have 
been particularly impressed with Hon Phil Edman and his passion. When he is passionate about something, he puts 
his heart and soul into it. We can hear it when he speaks about it, so I was very impressed with that also. 
Mr President, I think I would be very wise to seek leave to continue my remarks at a later stage of this day’s sitting, 
if I may. 
[Leave granted.] 
[Continued on page 249.] 
THE PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): The question I put from the chair is that the motion be agreed to. This 
is pretty unusual, but I give the call to myself! 
Members, I am very pleased to have the opportunity this afternoon to say a few words of farewell as the curtain 
comes down on nearly 30 years representing the South West Region and serving in the Legislative Council. I have 
grappled with how to reflect 30 years in 40 minutes and make it meaningful and coherent, so I hope I can. 
When I was first elected in 1987 at the last by-election for the Legislative Council before the introduction of the 
current proportional representation model, I had no idea my time here would be so long or so challenging, 
satisfying or rewarding. The two important speeches most members make in this place in defining who we are and 
what we stand for are our inaugural and valedictory speeches, so I have referred to my first speech in 1987 as 
a starting point for my reflections now. I hope you do not mind, but, as other members have done, I will stick 
closely to my notes to make sure that I get into Hansard what I really mean. 
In a positive way—no, I missed a bit! That was not positive, was it? In a way, I can observe that the more things 
change, the more they stay the same. As I raised concerns then about centralisation of services—it was Telecom 
at that stage—there is still an issue in regional Western Australia despite some progress. Crime rates, particularly 
those relating to drugs, are still an issue. 
In a positive way, I extolled the great virtue of diversity in the south west and the need for sensitive, sensible 
development. There was a focus on tourism then, as now, and the great potential of our region. I am very pleased 
to see such positive progress in the infrastructure requirements I mentioned then, such as the south west airport, 
the Busselton Jetty repair and upgrade, Margaret River Hospital, Bunbury Regional Entertainment Centre and 
waterfront developments. Other issues raised were education and health opportunities for young people, the ability 
of Homeswest tenants to become owners of their own homes and dealing with pesticide residue on prime 
agricultural land. As I reflect on these issues today, it is encouraging that we have come such a long way, but there 
is still so much more to do and there is still so much more potential for the future. 

In the south west electorate there have been massive changes, mostly for the better, over those 30 years. I like to 
think this had a lot to do with the theme I mentioned back in 1987—that is, the effectiveness of ownership at 
a personal and community level of the challenges and opportunities we all face. Much more is gained by taking 
responsibility for an issue ourselves, individually and collectively, and working with government at all levels to 
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achieve a better outcome. It is never productive to sit back and expect the government to do everything or, worse 
still, remain constantly at loggerheads with each other to give government the perfect excuse to do nothing. I am 
pleased to say that there are many examples of self-help communities in the south west that have enlisted the help 
of government in a constructive way to get things done. I will mention just a few examples. 
Firstly, the Friends of the Cape to Cape Track, which I have been fortunate to be patron of for 20-odd years, was 
initiated by a local group of people who have worked in strong partnership with local governments, the Department 
of Parks and Wildlife, the Margaret River Busselton Tourism Association, Lotterywest, the business community, 
and environment and transport groups to create a now iconic walk trail and tourist attraction known worldwide. 
This gave me great satisfaction, as it was developed on the model recommended to government by the trails task 
force I chaired in the 1990s, and it continues to thrive today. 
Secondly, although not a sexy topic, the successful use of treated wastewater throughout Margaret River on ovals, 
public open space and the golf course came about only through a cooperative approach from the Shire of Augusta–
Margaret River, local schools, the Margaret River Golf Club and, eventually, after a bit of persuasion, the 
Water Corporation. A similar proposal, plus other aspects, has been put to government by Busselton Water for the 
Dunsborough area particularly and was approved by the Barnett cabinet. This is a win–win situation for 
government and the community, and I urge the new government to act and implement this as soon as possible. 
The rejuvenation of the Busselton Jetty from the smashed wreck it was when I was first elected in 1987 is a great 
story. Through enormous local community passion, effort, commitment and hard work, and subsequent support 
from government, this is now the prime tourist focus and attraction for Busselton in particular and that region. In 
fact, a new tourist train will be unveiled tomorrow, which I hope to attend as one of my last official duties as a local 
member. 
Port Geographe initially unfolded in the 1990s and 2000s as an environmental disaster, but through persistence, 
advocacy, cooperation and, again, government support, the rock groynes were realigned successfully and the area 
is now back on track to realising its vast potential. 
Another example close to my heart is the formation of the Margaret River Busselton Tourism Association from 
two previously individualised and under-resourced competitors. The Margaret River Busselton Tourism 
Association is now a shining beacon in the Australian tourism industry as the most successful and dynamic 
not-for-profit tourism promotions, marketing and facility-operating business in Australia. I have derived an 
immense amount of satisfaction, sometimes after long periods of frustrating challenges though, from playing some 
part in all these projects and more. 
When I was preparing what I was going to say on these things, I realised that there is perhaps one skill I may have 
developed a little bit of expertise in, in my role over the last 30 years, and that is maybe herding cats! Judging by 
the many suggestions I have received lately to take on coordination roles of this type, it looks as though the word 
has got around, and I hope I can keep up a decent success rate before I run out of luck. 
While I am on the electorate, I guess I have always operated more like a Legislative Assembly member than 
a Legislative Council member, originally from my electorate office in Bunbury for 10 years and then in 
Margaret River for 20 years. To some extent, this has created a rod for my own back and given me a full-time job 
on top of a full-time job, especially while I have been President for the last eight years, but I would not have had 
it any other way. 
I have always considered the community I represent as my primary focus as a representative. I have derived a great 
deal of satisfaction and reward out of the previous examples and working closely with many other organisations 
to create a better place to live and work. The heroes of these organisations I have been privileged to work closely 
with as patron or vice-patron, in an advocacy role or as a support in some way include the Friends of the Cape to 
Cape Track, Dunsborough and Districts Country Club, CinéfestOZ Film Festival, Margaret River Readers and 
Writers Festival, Dunsborough Art Society, Geographe Bay Yacht Club, Dunsborough Bay Yacht Club and 
Koombana Bay Sailing Club. It is funny that when you get into public life, you end up doing all sorts of jobs that 
you really had no association with before. I am patron of yacht clubs, art societies and rifle associations. I cannot 
paint to save myself, I cannot sail a boat to save myself and I do not think I have ever fired a gun in anger, but that 
is the way it goes. There is also Pathways SouthWest; Bunbury Rifle Club; South West District Rifle Association; 
West Australian Rifle Association; Busselton Tennis Club; 10th Light Horse Memorial Troop; Margaret River 
Bowling Club; south west cricket association; Busselton Margaret River Cricket Association; Margaret River 
Community Resource Centre; Margaret River Busselton Tourism Association, which I have mentioned; chambers 
of commerce in the area; Busselton Water; Arts Margaret River; agricultural societies, rotary clubs, lions clubs, 
men’s sheds, organisations and Zonta clubs; the Augusta Margaret River and Busselton football clubs in particular; 
and Margaret River Underwater Hockey Club. Of course, in terms of events tourism, the south west has an 
enormous range of successful events, including the Margaret River Pro, Margaret River Gourmet Escape, Leeuwin 
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Estate Concert, triathlons and Jazz by the Bay. Then there are the other organisations throughout the community, 
such as local governments, schools, of course, in the education area and health facilities.  
I know I am a bit biased, but I have taken to welcoming anyone who comes to an event in the south west at which 
I have a speaking gig with the words, “Welcome to the best corner of the best state of the best country in the 
world.” Last Friday night, at a farewell function that was hosted for me by the Shire of Augusta–Margaret River, 
I was humbled when the shire president, Ian Earl, who is here today, presented me with a mounted plaque for my 
new home office with those words on it. I think I will make that the title of my book if I ever get around to writing 
it. 
In terms of the Parliament, I have seen many changes and highs and lows. In 30 years, I have seen four changes 
of government. I have experienced slightly more time—16 and a half years—in two stints in government under 
the Court and Barnett governments. I have experienced time in opposition in three stints, the last of which will be, 
thankfully, very brief! I have seen many changes in this chamber particularly in and around the Parliament in 
general. There are now many more women in the Parliament than when I started. When I started in 1987, there 
were only three women in the 34-member Legislative Council. The situation then changed, because between 2010 
and 2013, this Legislative Council led the way in Australasia in the fact that 17 of the 36 members of the Legislative 
Council were female. That is 47 per cent, which at the time was the highest percentage in any commonwealth 
parliamentary jurisdiction apart from Rwanda. As mentioned by previous speakers, the situation has now changed 
a bit. 
The custom and practice in this Parliament have also changed. In 1987, smoking was permitted throughout this 
building. I have vivid memories of our Whip at the time, Margaret McAleer, who was the first female Whip in the 
Parliament of Western Australia, sitting in the chair at the back of the chamber and smoking strong, pungent 
Capstan cigarettes. If members look closely behind me, they will see that there are still several marks where 
cigarettes have been left to burn out on the woodwork next to where the time capsule is encased. One of my first 
actions as President in 2009 was to agree with the Speaker to ban smoking in this building. I think most people 
agreed with us, although there were a couple who did not, and I have no doubt that that was the right decision. 
The lighting in this chamber was terrible. The sag in the roof of the chamber used to alarm me. There was no air 
conditioning until about 10 years ago. We also had the original bench seating until the long overdue refurbishment 
in 2009, early in my term as President. Now we also have the kangaroo paw floral emblem in the carpet of this 
chamber rather than the fleur-de-lis as a uniquely appropriate Western Australian theme. 
In terms of communications, there has been a revolution in the last 30 years. During my by-election campaign in 
1987, I was very impressed by Barry MacKinnon and Phillip Pendal coming to Bunbury and using a car phone the 
size of a brick, and a newfangled fax machine that printed on heat paper, so we had to be careful not to leave it in 
strong light for more than five minutes or all the content would disappear. Of course now the world revolves 
around small hand-held phones, emails and social media. This has also affected the way Parliament operates. 
Parliament always used to be the place in which the executive—the Premier, the cabinet and cabinet ministers—
was the first to report to the people through the Parliament via statements, legislation and the tabling of documents. 
Now the Parliament is often the last place to know, as communication by the government is usually done well in 
advance of the Parliament being formally informed. That is usually done via media release, which has now even 
been superseded by Twitter and Facebook and other forms of social media, and even that is working around the 
mainstream media. 
Some might interpret this as bypassing the Parliament and question our relevance, but I see it differently. In my 
view, this makes the Parliament even more important as the institution with the powers and obligation to properly 
and thoroughly scrutinise this information and enforce its accountability role through time-honoured mechanisms 
such as questions, debates and committee inquiries. So, in this context, I still strongly subscribe to the saying that 
our system is the worst in the world apart from all the others! Looking towards the future, if and when Australia 
ever moves to a republic, I plead with Australians to resist the temptation of a directly elected president United 
States’ style and to stay with the Westminster system, under which the executive is borne out of the elected 
Parliament and directly responsible to the people through that Parliament. 
One of the great pleasures and privileges of having been President of the Legislative Council for the past eight 
years has been the protocol–ambassadorial role as the head of the Western Australian legislature, along with the 
Speaker. In this role, I have had a close affiliation with the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association and served 
on its executive committee for three years. I have attended and presented papers at numerous seminars and 
conferences around Australia to our close friends in the Pacific and around the world. This role has also provided 
me with the privilege of representing the Western Australian Parliament to numerous ambassadors, consuls and 
delegations. I have also led parliamentary delegations to other jurisdictions—namely, China, India, Sri Lanka, 
Japan, western Canada, Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam and South Africa. 
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I have also been involved in signing documents with two different Western Australian Premiers and with the 
Speaker of Hyogo Assembly in Japan, Governor Ido, and the Speaker of the Parliament of Japan, to acknowledge 
the thirtieth and thirty-fifth anniversaries of the Western Australia–Hyogu Prefecture sister state agreement, the 
oldest and one of the most meaningful international relationships that we have. 

But the role of President brings other administrative issues, as well as the obvious chamber roles. I want to make 
some observations about the disjointed and often confusing way the Parliament and members of Parliament are 
resourced and serviced. These comments may not be populist, but I consider them to be important. Administrative 
arrangements are shared in a mishmash way by the Parliament itself, the executive government through the 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet, and the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal. The principle is very clear. 
Members of Parliament should be serviced and administered by Parliament, not the executive. But of course we 
cannot do this if we are not resourced. While it is difficult to pinpoint any particular instances, there is always the 
perception that there may be political oversight, interference or bias in resourcing electorate offices and staff, for 
instance. 

Although the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal in Western Australia was set up well in the 1970s and largely 
operated independently and at arm’s length to determine members’ salaries, conditions and entitlements, along 
with those of other persons, I fear it has lost its way since 2000. Our mother Parliament, Westminster, saw many 
of its members and its system discredited a decade or so ago because it had held members’ salaries too low for too 
long. It then made the mistake of topping up members’ incomes with a range of offline cash claims and backdoor, 
semi-secret benefits that in many cases were unrelated to their roles as members of Parliament and were 
unaccountable, and in some cases were perhaps bordering on corruption. Although the Westminster Parliament 
has taken steps to correct its system, I fear we have drifted the other way. Because of the changes that were made 
in 2000 to members’ superannuation, the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal has attempted to correct the supposed 
imbalance between remuneration for members who are on different superannuation schemes while loading up 
a range of other benefits. That includes the extra money that is paid to a member for serving on a parliamentary 
committee. I have always figured that this should be a core responsibility of a member of Parliament anyhow. 

Members are given a cash resettlement allowance. However, they lose 50 per cent of that in tax to the 
Australian Taxation Office, rather than the norm of about 30 per cent—as though Western Australians need to 
send more money to Canberra given our GST treatment! Members also receive a cash car allowance—that is, 
a total of $25 000 for metro members and $42 000 for country members. Without any consultation and precious 
little research, this was changed unilaterally from a fully serviced vehicle to this system. I predict a few things will 
arise out of this. Country MPs will be much worse off than their metro colleagues. Although, on the surface we 
see $42 000 as opposed to $25 000, it will not work out that way. The temptation may well be to get inappropriate, 
even dangerous, vehicles and resist covering the huge hours and kilometres required to do the job properly. I know 
in my case I have averaged driving between 80 000 and 100 000 kilometres per annum for 30 years. In the city, 
some will get, perhaps, old bombs or cheap smart cars, and the result will be that some members will pocket the 
balance of money with no accountability. I also predict that the Parliament House car park will look like a used 
car lot, full of cars of all sorts of varieties covered in tacky political advertising. That will not do very much for 
the professional image of parliamentarians. 

Added to that, a determination provides a cash allowance for the parliamentary travel scheme. I am the first to 
support a system of funding being made available for members to travel. Travel is a very important part of 
a member’s professional development as a member of Parliament and a representative. But I fear there will be 
a tendency to not use it at all, and perhaps pocket the money and miss out on that professional development, or 
use it on some dubious, personal or other reason unrelated to their parliamentary duties, whereby there is no 
obligation to account to Parliament, like in the previous scheme, in a tabled report. 

In recent years, the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal undertook a work value case for members of Parliament and 
reported after several years’ investigation that members of Parliament salaries were trending badly behind judges, 
senior public servants, tribunal members, local government CEOs, for instance, but it did nothing about it, in terms 
of either restricting the other salaries, if they were so far out of whack, or raising MPs’ salaries to bridge that 
widening gap. Its solution was to resort to these other cash and backdoor benefits for administrative convenience 
to top up members’ remuneration, but in the process forgot about the other responsibilities it has—for instance, 
making sure that taxpayers’ money is spent accountably and upholding the professional and reputational image of 
members of Parliament, which I believe was one of the main purposes of setting up an independent, arms-length 
Salaries and Allowances Tribunal in the first place. Consequently, MPs’ salaries and allowances, conditions and 
benefits have become playthings for commentators, and many in the community are quick to take easy cheap shots 
and, for some, the Parliament has become solely about personality politics and is treated like a reality TV show. 
I believe that the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal has to get back to an open and honest assessment of an MP’s 
worth and allocate salaries and benefits in a fair and fully accountable way to avoid all this innuendo and unfair 
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and unreasonable attention and ridicule. In addition to these developments, I am more concerned about a recent 
suggestion that the executive will set MPs’ remuneration by legislation. This will take us back decades and attract 
even more discontent and criticism. We had a good model in the way SAT was set up to operate early, but it has 
lost its way and it needs to get back on track as soon as possible. 

There are other aspects of the management, administration and resourcing of Parliament that need attention and 
commitment. The Parliament is the state’s primary institution and should be taken more seriously. This Parliament 
was first built on this site in 1904, representing great foresight by our forefathers. There are many sketches and 
plans around this building indicating what it was supposed to look like when it was finished, but it was only 
half-built then, containing the two chambers, members’ dining room and Parliamentary Library, which originally 
was intended as a ballroom, and little else. The only major addition since then, in 1964, has been the eastern 
three-storey extension, containing the entrance, staircase and office space, and turning the building around to face 
down St Georges Terrace, as was always intended. However, in the 1960s the freeway was also carved out, creating 
a great division between Parliament and the Perth CBD that still exists. Apart from a few other relatively minor 
changes, there has been no major expenditure to help this institution cope with the exponential growth in the 
complexity of and demand on our functions and services in the 113 years since it was first built. 

Parliament House is a wonderful old building but it is now totally inadequate for modern requirements. We lease 
expensive space in five other buildings that are scattered around West Perth to accommodate parliamentary 
committee staff, the library staff, administration staff, IT services and other functions. The Parliament has received 
$1 million annually for the last decade for maintenance and some minor capital improvements. As you can 
imagine, this does not go far on a 113-year-old heritage building and barely scratches the surface of an estimated 
$30 million backlog required for proper maintenance alone. Through excellent and prudent management by the 
parliamentary departments, we have done well to maintain standards in this institution and made some 
improvements, but these are only bandaid solutions—for example, the courtyard where we have used old pavers 
and all-weather covers when the building really requires a sensible glass dome across the whole area. A second 
example is reworking every bit of space possible downstairs for Hansard and Building Services staff to free up 
a few more badly needed offices for members. Thirdly, we are currently working on a proposal to refurbish the 
old fountain structures at the front of Parliament House for barely adequate office accommodation to locate some 
staff and save on expensive lease costs across the road. 

I take note of the previous remarks. It has been very frustrating dealing with this situation over the years. This 
reached extreme levels for me and the Speaker a couple of years ago when the public servants in the government 
accommodation area failed to secure the property at 3 Harvest Terrace, which is wedged between other 
government-owned properties at 1, 5 and 7 Harvest Terrace, when it came up for tender. This would have given 
the government ownership of a sizable development opportunity of four adjoining lots at a very reasonable cost, 
allowing for development of its own building, or selling it as a development lot and transferring the money to 
the parliamentary precinct. Instead, ineptitude soured this opportunity and it was lost. Pretty soon we had the 
new private owner on our doorstep with a concept plan to develop the property to our specifications and enter 
into a long-term lease, of course. Although I understand his motives, and it was the best option I had seen in 
my eight years as President, our preferred option has always been for the government to build our own dedicated 
ancillary building on the current car park site to provide committee areas, function space, secure parking, which 
is more than ever required in the modern age, and other staffing areas so all services can be located on the 
parliamentary precinct. 

A comprehensive plan to address this situation was made in 2010. As Presiding Officers, at the time we persuaded 
the Premier, Hon Colin Barnett, to fund a master plan for about $100 000 for this area of West Perth. It was logical 
in other ways as well because Perth had largely been linked to the north by the sinking of the railway line and 
Yagan Square, opened up to the south and the river by Elizabeth Quay, and linked to the east by apartment 
buildings, the new stadium and the Burswood complex. That left the untouched divide to the west created by the 
freeway. Parliament is the people’s house and we need to improve the connectivity physically and symbolically 
between Parliament and the people in the Perth CBD. The master plan of 2010 addressed these issues in an 
excellent way by proposing a covered area over the freeway between the Hay Street and Malcolm Street Bridges, 
creating a large people space and providing some commercial opportunities to help fund the venture.  

It outlined staged plans for ancillary buildings on the parliamentary precinct and the executive precinct around 
Dumas House and the old Hale school. The plan also outlined the need for parliamentary precinct legislation. We 
are one of the very few jurisdictions not to have this in place despite strong advocacy by a succession of Presiding 
Officers to governments of both persuasions over many years. Regrettably, apart from some adjustments to the 
executive precinct, as the government had to relocate ministers’ offices out of 197 St Georges Terrace when the 
building was refurbished, the master plan was not acted on or released to the public. Although the master plan will 
obviously need the figures reworked, it is a very sound document containing an excellent plan to move forward. 
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Therefore, to stimulate discussion and hopefully action, I now table the final draft of the “Parliamentary Precinct 
Master Plan Report — Document A: Findings and Recommendations”, which I was privy to in 2010 as 
a participant in the working party set up under the Government Architect. 

[See paper 208.] 

The PRESIDENT: I hope that this provides everyone with enough information to pursue an important and worthy 
cause. Yes, it will cost money, and we all realise that the financial climate is not good at the moment, but I urge 
the fortieth Parliament to engage in a sensible, mature and bipartisan debate on this matter to make at least 
a commitment to address the need in a staged way over the next decade. I wish you luck in that and I hope I live 
to see it. I am just about as nervous as I was in 1987! 

Now it is time for me to look towards the future. I am going to attempt to do this by changing the terminology 
from “retirement” to “rewirement”. Community involvement is now well and truly in my blood and make-up, so 
I intend to remain active in some aspects, but I will step back from a lot of things initially and work out which 
areas I can and want to stay involved in. I have developed a keen interest in the tourism area, so this may well be 
an avenue in the years ahead. I also want to retain a bit of time for myself so I hope that I can pursue my love of 
sport with an occasional game of golf, tennis or maybe bowls, and I have warmed up for that with the last couple 
of parliamentary bowls carnivals. I have a nice rural property at Yallingup, which needs a bit of tidying up, so 
I will get a decent tractor as a big toy to play with for a while before deciding what to do to realise its potential in 
the long term. But I suspect it is a pretty stupid idea to even contemplate starting farming at the age of 67—we will 
see. 

Hon Mark Lewis interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: You are only young! 

I have set up my man cave at home with a decent shed and office to operate from. I am a hoarder so I have 
mountains of accumulated boxes, papers, photos, artwork and bits and pieces from 30 years of electorate office 
and parliamentary work, so that has to be sorted through first. I have intentions of writing my memoirs for my 
three grandchildren, if no-one else, and this may evolve into some more detail about my family history and the 
south west. I hope to have more time to spend with my family; my daughter lives in Melbourne and my son with 
his young family lives in Sydney, so maybe a bit of travel might be involved as well. I know there will be an 
adjustment in lifestyle required. I have been a bit of a nomad for 30 years, in a sense, living half a dozen different 
lives, constantly in a motor car and almost permanently living out of a suitcase. That is the lot of a regional member 
of Parliament in Western Australia. 

Finally— I bet you are glad to hear that—some acknowledgements and thankyous. It has been an enormous 
privilege to be a parliamentary representative in this Legislative Council for the last 30 years. I am honoured and 
humbled that I have had this chance in life and I would do it all again. None of us do it on our own so I want to 
identify some key people without trying to name everyone. I would like to, but I would be here for a couple of 
hours and I do not think you particularly want to miss afternoon tea and dinner. Please be assured that I include all 
when I mention a department, organisation or area that you have been involved in. To all my colleagues and 
friends, past and present, in the Legislative Council and the wider Parliament, and I count members and staff in 
that general description, I will recognise a few people. In the current Legislative Council, the Leader of the 
Opposition, Hon Peter Collier, and the now Leader of the House, Hon Sue Ellery, who is away on ministerial 
business but who left a very nice note for me today, which I appreciate, and everybody connected with all sides of 
this Parliament, it has been an enormous privilege to know you.  

It has been an enormous privilege to know and work with all of your predecessors and some of your successors as 
well. In terms of the staffing of Parliament, I thank the departments of this Parliament headed by the Clerk of the 
Legislative Council, Nigel Pratt; Rob Hunter, the Executive Manager, Parliamentary Services Department; and 
Kirsten Robinson, the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. They are outstanding, professional and capable people 
who provide great leadership in this Parliament. The cooperation and cohesion between the different parliamentary 
departments and with other important institutions such as Government House and the Governor have never been 
better, so I congratulate and thank my Clerk and all the other executives in this building and, by definition, 
everybody else under those departments who have provided such wonderful support and friendship over 30 
years—it is really appreciated. 

I turn to my personal staff as the President. I firstly thank Lorraine Coogan, my personal assistant, who is sitting 
up the back. Lorraine provides a style and class and is, more than anyone, responsible for the high standards that 
are maintained around this Parliament. Thank you, Lorraine. You have also served three previous Presidents 
extremely well and you will be retiring yourself in about a month, so I wish you all the very best for the future. 
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Deborah Kapoor, who is also up the back, is ever cheerful and efficient as the President’s steward. She has helped 
me enormously over the years, as she has all Legislative Council members. 

There are many other staff members of Parliament House, but I want to isolate one person, and that one person is 
Simona Milea. Simona, as many of you know, is a librarian in this institution. She has enormous passion and 
commitment to this institution as a Parliament and she has enormous artistic ability, which is extraordinary. I have 
been very privileged that Simona has done five paintings for me over recent years of the Parliament, which I have 
purchased from her, and I have used those for my Christmas cards over the years. They have created a terrific 
series. You might recall that there was an exhibition for Simona last year. Those paintings make a wonderful 
collection. I am not sure whether I have the appropriate place for them at the moment, but I intend to talk to the 
Clerk of the Legislative Council and the Parliamentary Art Advisory Committee about leaving them here on loan 
for display if that is considered appropriate. I might add that last week Simona presented me with a portrait that 
blew me away. She is a very kind-hearted and wonderful lady. Thank you, Simona. 

In terms of the community, and obviously the Liberal Party in general, none of us, or very few of us, ever get to 
this institution without the backing of a political party, and the Liberal Party has backed me over many years—
sometimes a bit more positively than other times, but we all scrape through! 

I already named a heap of organisations earlier and have many friends in all of them. I am proud of all of them and 
admire their passion, commitment and achievements for their communities. By being associated with them in some 
way I have also derived huge satisfaction and rewards out of working with everyone. They, more than anybody 
else, have made the south west what I have titled it—the best corner of the best state of the best country in the 
world. 

My electorate office is the front for us to the community and I have been very fortunate to have had several 
long-term electorate officers who have served me extremely well and have become great friends as well. I want to 
particularly name a few. Firstly, Libby Mettam. Is Libby here? I think she was going to try to get here. As members 
know, Libby is now the member for Vasse. She has developed enormously in capacity over recent years and I am 
very proud of her. Sylvia Griffin was my first electorate officer and she stayed with me for 18 years. Hartley Joynt 
is a great friend. My current electorate officers are Robyn McBeath and Erin Davey, who have been a fantastic 
support. Over time I have had some other electorate officers who have worked for short periods in my office, 
including Fran Temby at the back, who helped out from time to time; thank you, Fran. 

To my family and friends in general, as many mention in their valedictory speeches, this is the area that we all 
know affects us and them. They are affected the most in this unique and often crazy world that we are operating 
in. To my immediate family, can I hugely thank Sharyn, Brigitte, Michael, Emily, and my three “grandies”, Eva, 
Quinn and Wren. There you go, their names are in Hansard. I want to publicly thank them and acknowledge their 
great support. I also have other family here this afternoon. I have my brother, Ray, my cousin Graham and some 
other friends from Margaret River and elsewhere. I really appreciate you taking the time to be here. There are past 
colleagues here, Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, my deputy for four years, and Hon Ray Halligan. They were a great 
support. Without naming anybody else in particular, because I will forget somebody, I generally want to thank 
everybody involved in this institution. 

Finally, again, we are very lucky to operate under this system of government. My message to all members, staff 
remaining and the community we represent is continue to work hard and respect the institution and it will continue 
to serve us well into the future. In conclusion, I will return to my inaugural speech from 1987 when I concluded 
with these two sentences — 

… I would like to mention how humble and honoured I feel at being here to make this speech today. I am 
looking forward to serving this House and the State for some time to come and aim to earn that honour 
by being a diligent and effective member. 

I still feel the same way about that first sentence today after 30 years. Regarding the second sentence, all we can 
really hope for is respect and credibility for the way we have operated by having worked with people and achieved 
good outcomes. I hope I have some of that respect and credibility as the curtain falls on this stage in my life and 
I go into the next. So, thank you and best wishes to the Legislative Council, the Parliament in general and the south 
west community I have been so pleased and privileged to work with. Thank you. 

[Applause.] 

HON MARTIN PRITCHARD (North Metropolitan) [3.46 pm]: Thank you, Mr President; that is a very hard 
act to follow. I can only hope to emulate your contributions to the house. 

Before that lovely contribution I was talking a little bit about some of the other faces that we would be losing from 
this house. Again, I will not go into individuals’ details much, but I believe that there are many losses and I took 
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note of their contributions. During those contributions I realised that in many cases it was not a matter of peacefully 
going to retirement, but having to look at returning to the workforce, which, after the unique sort of life that you 
live as a member of Parliament might be seen as a good or a bad thing—I am not sure. With regard to the people 
who have left, I will think of you often over the next four years. 

I now turn to those who are coming in to this place and the other place. During the election I was involved with 
a number of campaigns, as many members of Legislative Council end up being, trying to assist those at the 
coalface, who tend to be our Legislative Assembly comrades. I was involved with a number of campaigns. Being 
in the northern suburbs I was initially involved in the Wanneroo and Joondalup campaigns. I privately thought that 
they would be very, very difficult seats to win. I am very thankful that Hon Ken Travers gave me guidance in those 
areas and said to me that we had to give it the best that we could, which I believe we did. I am very, very pleased 
to note that Sabine Winton won the seat of Wanneroo and that Emily Hamilton won the seat of Joondalup. These 
were tremendous wins. I can claim a small amount of credit because I was involved in those campaigns in the early 
days, but I think that Hon Ken Travers can take a lot more credit for assisting the Joondalup campaign, and I think 
the mentoring that was provided by Dr Anne Aly, the federal member for Cowan, to Sabine Winton was 
a tremendous help. I think that they deserve the bulk of the credit for winning those two campaigns. I ended up 
working on the Balcatta campaign with the candidate David Michael. I was directed to his campaign but I was 
captivated by his enthusiasm, his youth, his commitment to the community and the fact that at his age he had 
already served quite a number of years in local government. He was energetic and captivating. He really enthused 
an older warhorse like me to give it all I could to try to win the seat of Balcatta. The campaign was 
all-encompassing and there were many mornings spent at train stations, quite a lot of doorknocking with the 
candidate and phone calling in the evenings. It helped me in one particular area of my life as well. During that 
time I lost 20 kilograms, which was quite remarkable—my wife thinks it was quite remarkable, anyway—and it 
lead me to think that we should bring on the federal election as soon as possible because I might lose another 10 
or 15 kilograms! 

Hon Peter Collier: Have you kept it off? 

Hon MARTIN PRITCHARD: I have, indeed. 

Without getting too personal or too revolting, through the tyranny of the dining room and services here, I found 
myself up to 124 kilograms. I am now down to 104.5 kilograms. I hope to hit somewhere in the mid-90s before 
I think it is enough. I have found my way to the gym on many occasions over the last couple of months, missing 
the exhilaration of the doorknocking. I must say, I enjoy doorknocking. It is lovely to come face-to-face with 
constituents. Being in the Legislative Council, of course, our constituents are numerous, but being involved in the 
Balcatta campaign allowed me to focus more specifically. I must say, I did enjoy it. I was very pleased for David 
Michael in winning that seat. In my personal view, it is tempered by the fact that it is great to win and great to 
support a winner, but wherever there is a winner there is someone who lost their livelihood and their opportunity 
to fulfil their commitment to the community they have a view of wanting to help. I always temper it a bit, but I was 
delighted that David won and more delighted with the fact that it was something that he wanted and that his better 
half also wanted. I was very pleased to have assisted that couple. 

Those were the three campaigns that I was focused on, but there were other campaigns. I think that it is important 
to think about the people who were involved in those other campaigns. They were campaigns where the candidates 
probably did not believe that they would win. They understood that there was a large constituency that wanted 
a choice and that the Labor Party needed to provide a Labor choice to those who wished to take it. I was involved 
with a number of people. There were not a lot of resources to assist but there was a lot of energy on their behalf 
and more doorknocking and train stations and such for me. I acknowledge that there were people on both sides in 
that situation but I will focus on those who I assisted and hoped would win.   

I want to pay my respects to Penny Taylor, who nominated for the seat of Nedlands. Obviously, that is a difficult 
place to win for Labor. She believed that her involvement in small business would help and it did, but it is a very 
hard place to win. I want to pay my respects to Caitlin Collins, who nominated for Labor in Cottesloe. She is 
a young lady with enormous talent who I hope continues to be involved in Labor. I want to pay my respects to an 
old stalwart of the Labor movement, Tony Walker, who nominated for Scarborough. He was probably more 
realistic about his chances of winning. I want to pay my respects to Teresa Ritchie, who nominated in Hillarys. 
Again, I hope that she continues to follow her passion. I particularly want to acknowledge Paul Lilburne, who 
nominated for Churchlands. I wish to pay special respects to him because his whole family—his wife, Tracy, and 
his son, Matthew—were involved in all the campaign work we tried to do on his behalf. He was very committed 
and tried everything to maximise our vote in Churchlands. 
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For the many members on our side who won, it is a very happy time. For those of us who continue on, again, it is 
a very happy time. I hope that those from our side who did not win take some pleasure that they assisted us in 
a monumental win—a win that Western Australia needed us to achieve. They played a very significant part in that 
and I hope to continue the friendships that I built with them into the future. 

Talking about the faces that are leaving this place and the new people who will be coming into both this place and 
the other place, I would like to echo some of the concerns expressed by previous speakers about the need for 
equality and diversity within this chamber. As a middle-aged white male, I say that we cannot always trust the 
gatekeepers to allow in change. The Labor Party has tackled this issue. There may be criticisms from different 
quarters about how we tackled it, but Labor has come to grips with the issue. Members may have some derogatory 
remarks regarding quotas, but some positive action has to be taken to try to achieve change. We all know that, 
historically, people of my age, gender and race have held the gates for too long. Things need to change. I believe 
that they are changing on this side of the chamber—I am glad to say that is the government side—through whatever 
mechanisms we have managed to use. I am extremely proud of all the representation that we have on this side. 
Even if there is criticism about how we got here, we have now made that transitional change. I encourage, I have 
to say, specifically the Liberal Party, to embrace some sort of change. If it has a better way of doing it, I encourage 
the Liberal Party to raise it, because I will be the first to listen. The Liberal Party needs to embrace that sort of 
change because the outcome of this election forecasts that it will not participate well in politics in the future if it 
does not. I encourage the opposition to achieve, in whatever way it wishes, that diversity and equality. 

In talking about the changing faces, it obviously has to happen to get a change in government. I cannot in all 
honesty say Western Australia did not need that change; it did. I can literally feel the breeze of optimism blowing 
through the communities of Western Australia upon the back of the Labor victory on 11 March. It is something 
that had to happen. I know that my constituency is fully aware of how grim things are and that installing the 
McGowan government is only the start of a very long road back from the precipice of debt that faces all 
Western Australians. 

I note that the federal Treasurer has now started talking about good debt and bad debt. I admit to not being an 
economist, but I think it is probably true that there is good debt and bad debt. When we look at debt we need to 
look at why we are accumulating that debt, and the decisions we make about what we spend the public purse on 
to determine what is good debt and what is bad debt. I will not dwell on this, but when we look at some of the 
projects—I say “some”, because not all the projects were bad—that the previous government focused on and spent 
money on, I do not think it is good debt. I have not actually been down to Elizabeth Quay, but I have driven through 
it on a number of occasions, and I can envisage that at some point in the distant future, Elizabeth Quay might be 
something that provides some benefit to the state. At this stage, I do not believe that the money that was spent on 
that project was timely or worthwhile or constituted good debt. When I spoke about Perth Stadium previously, 
I was asked whether I would be going to see a football match at the stadium. I hope I get the opportunity to do so; 
I think it is going to be quite a marvellous project. But I look back and ask: was the cost of that particular project 
something that we could and should have spent the amount of money on that we did? Was there an alternative that 
was more in line with the amount of money we had to spend, and did make it an inferior project? I look at some 
of the projects that the previous government spent money on and I think that there may be good debt and bad debt, 
but there is also prudent debt, and I think the previous government failed in that test. 

The previous government also did not focus enough on trying to get a more balanced budget. I have mentioned 
on previous occasions that we all have to budget, and we cannot continually spend more than we receive. 
I mentioned that I am no economist, but even as an amateur I know something about debt, and that is that, at 
some point, it has to be paid back. We cannot continue to amass more and more debt because as we do, paying 
interest on the debt itself becomes a problem. Even in a resource-rich state like Western Australia and a lucky 
country like Australia, we still have to pay back that debt. It seems to me that the only plan the previous 
government had was to sell off assets. Although there may well be a time to sell off assets, it certainly does not 
seem appropriate to me to sell off assets if they are providing money to the public purse. I remember a debate 
we had that went well and truly into the night about the sale of the Canning Vale markets. I cannot remember 
all the particular figures, so the figures might be slightly wrong, but my memory suggests that we sold the 
markets for, I think, $125 million. Out of that $125 million, taxpayers had to pay off a debt that the market 
operators were already managing of, I think, $40 million. At the time, it just did not seem to me that the figures 
stacked up well. It did not seem to me that it would make much of a dent in the debt that had already been 
accumulated. It did not seem to me to be a very good idea, and the Labor Party argued against it, but it went 
through, for obvious reasons. 

Similarly, there was a proposal to sell Western Power. Although the previous government hoped to get an attractive 
price for the sale of Western Power, again, it would have meant selling off something that would deliver money 
into the public purse on a yearly basis. It seemed to me that all the time that was spent on that should have been 
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spent on trying to fix the recurrent spend—the government spend on running the state. That needed to be tackled, 
and I am pleased that the McGowan government will be trying to deal with that as a priority as soon as it can. 

I did not want this to necessarily be a negative speech, and I do not want to place all the state’s woes on one person, 
but it seems to me that the previous Premier, over the course of many years, developed an addiction to spending 
the public purse and not adhering to well thought–out budgets. In a previous speech, I mentioned that Liam Bartlett 
wrote an article in which he advanced the theory that a previous state Treasurer, Christian Porter, and the previous 
Premier discussed a strategy for trying to spend royalties from the mining boom to put pressure on the federal 
government to fix what we now know to be a flawed goods and services tax system. It seems to me that that theory 
has some credibility. 

I seek leave to continue my remarks at the next sitting of the house. 

Leave granted. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

Sitting suspended from 4.10 to 4.30 pm  
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